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Employees at Square One Shopping Centre change the cartridge for a hand sanitizer dispenser during the first day 
of mandatory mask usage in Peel Region, on July 10, 2020. Peel is not listed in the regions allowed to proceed to 
Stage 3 of the provincial reopening, as outlined earlier this week. (PWN Staff) 


Mississauga, Brampton, 
and Caledon will have to 
wait for a reopening as 
the province enters its 
third stage of COVID-19 
recovery, said the 
province earlier this 
week. 

Peel is not on the list of 
24 regions set to reopen 
most facilities tomorrow 
(July 17), as outlined by 
Premier Doug Ford dur- 
ing a press conference 
Monday. 

That means restrictions 
on restaurants and bars 
that are serving outside 
on patios will remain in 
place, and gyms will not 
be allowed to open. 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


ae 


Ford did not specify 
when Peel Region and 
the other regions remain- 
ing at Stage 2, including 
Toronto and Durham Re- 


gion, among others, 
would be allowed to 
move forward, but 


pledged to provide an- 
other update next week. 
"As we all know, these 
regions entered Stage 2 
later on, so we need just a 
little more time," he said. 
Ontario Health Minis- 
ter Christine Elliott said 
Monday that Peel and 
other regions not moving 
forward would be likely 
to move to the next phase 
four weeks after they en- 


tered Stage 2. Peel Re- 


gion entered that stage | 


on June 24. 

Stage 3 allows gather- 
ings of up to 50 people 
indoors, so long as two 
metres of physical dis- 
tancing is possible, and 
up to 100 outside. 

According to the gov- 
ernment's framework, 


virtually all businesses ; 
and public spaces will be { 


allowed to reopen in 
Stage 3, except for buffet- 
style food services, pri- 
vate karaoke rooms, 
saunas and amusement 
parks. 
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TECH 
COLLECT 
DRIVE 


Paramount Fine Foods Centre 


Let's Get Together with the 
Support of the Raptors 905 
and Electronics Recycling 
Association, wants to collect your 
used, broken and unwanted 
devices that will be safely recycled 
or refurbished and circulated back 
to the Peel region community. 


Help us reduce the digital divide! 
Together we can make a difference! 


*COVID-19 social distancing and 
safety protocols will be followed. 


Rink entrance A, Parking A 
5500 Rose Cherry Place, Mississauga, ON 


What's accepted: 


Laptops - PC & Mac, parts, cables 

Desktops and monitors - PC & Mac, parts 
Consumer Electronics - gaming consoles, 
iPods, mp3 players, stereo equipment 
Handheld devices - smartphones, cell 
phones, tablets, digital cameras 

Printers - Inkjet & Laserjet, plotters, copiers, 
scanners, fax machines 

Peripherals - keyboards, mice, CD/DVD ROMs, 
cards, laptop bags, webcams, accessories 
USB sticks and external storage drives 
Home and business phones 

Systems racks and miscellaneous - server 
racks, lab equipment, disk arrays 

Servers - Rack-mount, stand-alone 
Software - operating system, editing, design 
Other - Cisco networking, switches, routers, 
network & power cables, flat screen TV's. etc. 


letsgettogether.ca/tech-collect-drive 


Questions? Contact info@letsgettogether.ca 


alate » . a 
A x \ RAPTORS Fy Region & as : 
A ‘) RIES [rr [ UNIVERSITY OF CENTRE FOR 
Uae } ( -—. | P of Peel eg TORONTO  sTypeNT ENGAGEMENT 
Let's Get Together STARTS. HERE working with you 
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Residents put on mandatory masks as indoor spaces reopen 


by Clover Sterling and Alex Gregory 


Shoppers 
throughout Peel 
Region saw a sea of 
blue-and-yellow 
non-medical 
masks last week, as 
a mandatory bylaw 
became official in 
all enclosed public 
spaces in Missis- 
sauga, Brampton 
and Caledon. 

The new bylaw, 
which came into 
effect last week, 
means that anyone 
entering an indoor 
area without a 
mask will be de- 
nied entry. 

Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie was on- 
hand last week at 
Square One Shop- 
ping Centre to 
greet visitors on 
the first day of 
mandatory usage, 
speaking with pa- 
trons entering the 
mall and remind- 


ing others who 
were not wearing 
one about the 


mandatory usage. 
So far, she said, 
residents were 
abiding by the new 
bylaw. 

“Now that the 
economy is re- 
opening and peo- 
ple are gathering, 
the risk of trans- 
mission is higher,” 
Crombie told Peel 
Weekly News. "We 
want to use this as 
a precautionary 
measure and avert 
that potential sec- 
ond wave in the 
Fall, and that's why 
we have made 
masks mandatory.” 

Crombie added 
there is no need to 
enforce the order 
because people in 
the city are follow- 
ing the rules and 
regulations. 

“We are into sin- 
gle digit increases. 
We've been flatten- 
ing that curve here 
in Mississauga. I 
think people gen- 
erally are very civic 


minded and want 
to do their duty to 
protect other peo- 
ple from them- 


selves,” Crombie 
said. “That's why 
you wear your 


mask and you pro- 
tect someone else 
from yourself. If 


they wear it, they 
protect you from 
them... that's how 
it works.” 
Residents in all 
three municipali- 
ties must wear a 
mask when going 
to the following 
areas: grocery 


stores, places of 
worship, libraries, 
restaurants, recre- 
ational facilities, 
personal care busi- 
nesses and event 
spaces. As _ it 
stands, the regula- 
tion applies to chil- 
dren aged 2 years 


Mississauga Mayor 

Bonnie Crombie speaks 

with a shopper inside 

fe Square One Shopping 

|e Centre on July 10, 2020 - 
oH the first day of 
mandatory mask usage 

within Peel Regions(PWN 


Staff) 


and older. Persons 
with medical con- 
ditions are exempt, 
but they must pro- 
vide proof if re- 
quested. 


Continued Pg 9 


Trudeau apologizes over WE Charity scandal 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau apol- 
ogized earlier this 
week for participat- 
ing in his federal cab- 
inet's decision to use 
a hand-picked charity 
co-managed by him 
and his family to 
oversee a $900 mil- 
lion student funding 
program. 

After his govern- 
ment commissioned 
WE Charity Canada 
to manage the pro- 
gram on June 25, the 
prime minister faced 
a third conflict of in- 
terest investigation in 
more than _ three 
years. 

Less than a week 
after the contract was 
announced, the char- 
ity withdrew their in- 
volvement.. 

"Given the history 


of our family, I didn't 
immediately quit the 
discussion and made 
a mistake. I'm very 
sorry for _ this," 
Trudeau stated at a 
press conference ear- 
lier this week. 

This is the second 
time in less than a 
year that the Prime 
Minister has publicly 
apologized for his 
move in a nationwide 
live news conference. 
The first time was in 
Sep. 2019, after 
which photographs of 
Trudeau in blackface 
appeared in the 
runup to the federal 
election. 

NDP leader Jag- 
meet Singh wrote ina 
social media post that 
“Mr. Trudeau, apolo- 
gizing isn't enough 
when the apology is 


only because you got 
caught. Aga Khan trip 
- caught. Helping 
friends at SNC- 
Lavalin - caught. WE 
Charity - caught. Say- 
ing sorry in front of 
cameras means noth- 
ing when you keep 
doing the same thing 
behind closed doors.” 

The Prime Minister 
also said: "I know 
very well that my 
family has worked 
with and contributed 
to the WE organiza- 
tion, but I do not 
know the details of 
their salary," he said. 

WE Charity dis- 
closed last week that 
between 2016 and 


2020, it paid 
Trudeau’s mother, 
Margaret, about 


$250,000 to reward 
him for speaking at 


about 28 events, 
while his brother 
Alexandre received 
about $32,000. 

PM Trudeau and 
his wife Sophie Gré- 
goire-Trudeau regu- 
larly participate in 
WE ccharity events, 
while Grégoire- 
Trudeau hosted a 
podcast on the char- 


ity website, but she 
was not paid. 

The grant program 
is designed to help 
students find a diffi- 
cult summer job dur- 
ing the COVID-19 
pandemic, but the 
controversy has cast a 
spotlight on the pro- 
gram, and the gov- 
ernment is now 


looking for a different 
way of management. 

"I'm sorry, because 
young people who 
should contribute to 
the community 
through this program 
voluntarily _ partici- 
pate and will now 
have to wait for a 
while," Trudeau fur- 
ther said. 
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Brampton council approves 
motion to improve road safety 


The streets may 
be a bit safer very 
soon. 

Brampton City 
Council unani- 
mously approved a 
motion late last 
week to implement 
Automated Speed 
Enforcement (ASE) 
throughout 200 lo- 
cations in the city, 
after deploying five 
sites earlier this 
year. 

The road safety 
initiative, approved 
during last week’s 
regular council 
meeting, aims to 
reduce speeding in 
school zones and 
prevent traffic acci- 
dents with auto- 
mated cameras that 
will catch and iden- 
tify speeding vehi- 
cles. 

Wards 1, 2, 3, 8 
and 9 currently 
have notification 


signs installed in 
each area, with 
major intersections 
such as Vodden 
near Kennedy, 
Richvale Drive be- 
tween Kennedy and 
Sandalwood Park- 
way, Ray Lawson 
Boulevard, Avon- 
dale Boulevard and 
Fernforest Drive all 
planned to use the 
technology, which 
takes a photograph 
of the speeding ve- 
hicle and mails a 
fine to the owner of 
the licence plate. 
The cameras are 
expected to be in- 
stalled by Septem- 
ber, while an 
additional 25 safety 
zones are intended 
to be established by 
the same deadline. 
In a statement, 
the city said that it 
has begun purchas- 
ing additional cam- 


eras for the initia- 
tive, and is ex- 
pected to complete 
procurement by the 
end of the year. 
“There is ab- 
solutely zero toler- 
ance for speeding 
in Brampton and 
our Council will 
continue to take ac- 
tion to make this 
message _ clear,” 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown said last 
week. “Through 
measures like in- 
creasing Auto- 
mated Speed 
Enforcement to 
200 locations 
across our city, we 
are working to- 
wards reducing ve- 
hicle incidents and 
increasing safety 
for all road users, 
especially those 
most vulnerable.” 


Man summoned after 
mask video goes viral 


The man at the 
centre of a viral video 
is being summoned 
by investigators after 
he made racist com- 
ments towards em- 
ployees at a 
Mississauga store. 

Investigators from 
the 11 Division Crim- 
inal Investigation 
Bureau said Wednes- 
day that they have is- 
sued a summons for 
48 year-old 
John McCash, 
who was filmed 
refusing to wear 
a mask and dis- 
paraging em- 
ployees at a 
T&T Supermar- 
ket location at 
Central Park- 
way West and 
Grand Park 
Drive. 

The video 
shows McCash 
ignoring re- 
quests to put on 
a mask and 


making racist re- 
marks towards sev- 
eral employees 
before leaving. Mc- 
Cash was asked to 
leave repeatedly, and 
eventually did so. 

Police said McCash 
is being asked to at- 
tend any local police 
station in Peel, as he 
is wanted for causing 
a disturbance. 


Regional motion aims to curb police involvement 
in mental health calls 


Peel Regional 
Council took its 
first steps to- 
wards a radical 
shift in police re- 
sponse for men- 
tal health calls, 
after a motion to 
create a new de- 
livery model em- 
phasizing the 
role of support 
workers was ap- 


proved. 

The motion, 
passed at last 
week’s regular 
regional council 
meeting, would 
provide sweep- 


ing changes to 
the way Peel Po- 
lice respond to 
mental health 
calls - but it re- 
quires provincial 
. roval to take 
effect. 

Brought _ for- 
ward by Ward 7 
councillor Dipika 
Damerla, the 
motion would re- 
duce the role of 


police during 
mental health 
calls, boost the 
region’s Mobile 
Crisis Rapid Re- 
sponse Teams, 
which were un- 
veiled at the be- 
ginning of the 
year, and give 
crisis teams the 
ability to take 
the lead on calls 


police respond 
to. 

According’ to 
Damerla, the 


issue of police 
response came to 
the forefront 
again after Mal- 
ton resident Ejaz 
Choudry by Peel 
Police last 
month, as they 
responded to a 
mental distress 
call. 

According’ to 
police and state- 
ments y 
Choudry’s fam- 
ily, they had 
called a non- 


emergency line 
after it was dis- 
covered that Ejaz 
had_ barricaded 
himself in his 
apartment, and 
was. diagnosed 
with schizophre- 
nia. 

What happened 
next is unclear, 
prompting the 
province’s Spe- 
cial Investiga- 
tion Unit to 
conduct their 
own study of 


what happened 
that night. 

The province 
has not given a 
response to the 
motion as pre- 


sented, as of 
press time, 
though a 


spokesperson for 
Premier Doug 
Ford’s office in- 
dicated that the 
government was 
“fully committed 
to working with 
our partners 


across. govern- 
ment, the mental 
health and ad- 


dictions sector, 
as well as our 
policing and 
public safety 


partners, to en- 
sure that every 
Ontarian feels 
safe and secure 
in their commu- 
nities, and have 
access to high- 
quality services, 
where and when 
they need them." 


| PDN July 16, 2020 Layout 1 7/16/2020 9:50 AM Page 5 


July 16, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 5 


Are Peel Police breaking away from the people? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


How far is too far 
when it comes to 
protecting the pub- 
lic? 

The role of Peel 


Regional Police 
has been a_ hot 
topic among city 
councillors and 
residents as of late 
after a series of 
high-profile = en- 
gagements __ that 
have led to ques- 
tions about their 
responsibilities 
and response to in- 
dividuals in mental 
distress. 

Peel boasts the 
third-largest police 
service in Ontario 
and the fourth 
largest municipal 
police service in 
the country, serv- 
ing more than 1.4 
million residents 
across Brampton, 
Caledon and Mis- 
sissauga. 

The population is 
growing very fast - 
but crime = and 
other problems are 
also increasing at 
the same time. 


Pearson Interna- 
tional Airport sees 
an estimated 35 
million people pass 
through every year, 
and is the primary 
channel for drug 
smugglers to im- 
port-export from 
one place to an- 
other. 

This puts even 
more responsibil- 
ity on Peel Police 
to address crime 
through call re- 
sponse, investiga- 
tions, enforcement 
and police visibil- 
ity. With over 
2,000 police offi- 
cers and 800 civil- 
ian employees, the 
force has an an- 
nual budget of 
about $446 mil- 
lion. 

They are respon- 
sible for maintain- 
ing the safety of the 
citizens and its law. 

As emphasized in 
recent town hall 
calls and commu- 
nity initiatives, the 
force's policy is to 
provide the best 
possible service to 
callers, without 
discrimination of 
any form. The du- 
ties of police offi- 
cers are to protect 
life and prevent in- 


jury, protest prop- 
erty, prevent 
crimes, preserve 
the peace, enforce 
municipal by-laws 
and lay charges 
when there is evi- 
dence to prove an 
offence. 

The death of 
George Floyd in 
Minneapolis, Min- 


nesota, has 
sparked outrage 
and mistrust 


against the police 
in all major Cana- 
dian cities, includ- 
ing Peel Region. 
Some __ organiza- 
tions have called 
for a reduction in 
the police budget, 
which wotries peo- 
ple who are already 
fearful of rising 
crime. 

On June 20, the 
killing of 62-year- 
old Ejaz Choudry 
at his apartment in 
Malton sparked 
outrage against 
Peel Police. While 
the facts of the case 
are still being in- 
vestigated by a 
Special Investiga- 
tions Unit, initial 
reports stated that 
Choudry had barri- 
caded himself in 
his apartment and 
did not pose an ac- 


tive threat to any- 
one, including the 
police. Some peo- 
ple do not believe 
in the SIU's man- 
date, and claim 
that the unit's pre- 
vious record is "bi- 
ased." 

For a week after 
the killing of 
Choudry, protes- 
tors surrounded 
Malton's main 
square and police 
kept their distance 
for several days. In 
these circum- 
stances, police 
were still trying to 
reach out to the 
public. Crime, 
theft, robbery, traf- 
fic irregularities, 
burglary, fraud and 
sexual harassment 
are rampant in 
Peel, and Bramp- 
ton is no stranger 
to these problems. 
The citizens of 
Brampton are very 
concerned and 
have —_— expressed 
their concerns 
through — various 
channels. 

On Wednesday, 
July 8, two Peel 
Police officers were 
invited on a local 
Punjabi radio sta- 
tion and took calls 
from residents. 


THE COMPASS 


KHEEKHKEE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 
* Volunteer 

* Host a food drive 

* Follow us on social media 


During the call, 
speakers told the 
police about multi- 
ple problems in 
their areas, includ- 
ing cases of har- 
rassment, both 
physical and sex- 
ual, and traffic vio- 
lations. Callers told 
the police how 
young girls are 
harrassed in the 
streets by other 
youths, and how 
racial jokes, partic- 
ularly from gang 
members, have im- 
pacted them or 
their families. 

However, both 
officers in this 
radio show mar- 
ginalized the prob- 
lems, saying that 
while they under- 
stood the concerns, 
the incidents did 
not violate any law. 

Specifically, the 
officers referred to 
the consumption 
of alcohol and bel- 
ligerence in front 
of stores and malls 
as ‘freedom of ex- 
pression’. Appar- 
ently, you can get a 
police response if 
someone starts 
dancing to loud 
music in their 
house in the mid- 
dle of the night, 


but if a group of 
students dance and 
blast music at the 
same time in front 
of plazas and 
stores in the mid- 
dle of the night, 
that's just "free- 
dom of expres- 
sion”. 

Nevermind that 
we're still trying to 
get past a pan- 
demic, and these 
large assemblies 
are violating by- 
laws setup to stop 
COVID-19. This is 
apparently not a 
problem for the 
police. 

"If the police 
can't stop sexual 
harassment and 
gangs in front of 
stores, we can tell 
our daughters, sis- 
ters and mothers 
that this kind of 
thing is happening 
in Brampton," said 
a distressed caller. 

The role of police 
continues to be ex- 
amined and evalu- 
ated as we come to 
grips with the new 
normal - but that 
requires laws that 
are enforced 
equally, not laws 
that ignore still- 
pressing concerns 
In our community. 


www.thecompass.ca 
fy CompassFoodBank 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The 
crisis 
most unprepared 


COVID-19 
surprised 


governments, but 
disease experts 
have been warning 
for many years that 
such a catastrophic 
outbreak was going 
to happen. 

The most impor- 
tant question is, 
"Are we likely to 
see more _pan- 
demics such as 
COVID -19?" 

The answer is 
very simple. Yes! 
The threat of a new 
disease spreading 
internationally has 
been increased in 
the present-day 
time by the jump in 
flights and interna- 
tional trade. 

Especially worri- 
some are 

athogens sent ef- 
ectively via the 
respiratory system, 
such as  Coron- 
aviruses like the 
main one leading to 
the current turmoil 
and new strains of 
flu, the most fre- 
quent reason be- 
hind pandemics. 

So, another ques- 
tion we must ask is 
- where do these 
new diseases come 
from? 

The viruses and 
other _ pathogens 
that afflict us have 
been infecting our 
ancestors for vast 


SCALE-UP 
*: INSTITUTE 
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sums of years, for a 
long time before we 
were living on this 
planet. The first 
virus and bacterial 
pathogens changed 
sooner or later in 
the distant era, 
probably when our 
ancestors were sin- 
gle-celled organ- 
isms. 

We don't have 
any way to deter- 
mine exactly how it 
just happened, but 
we realize from 
learning the 
genomes of bacter- 
ial and viral 
pathogens that 
they need to be at 
least that old. 

Since then, the 
pane have 

een developing, 
combined with the 
kinds they infect. 
Once in a while, 
they leap from per- 
son to person; nev- 
ertheless, they have 
generally arrived as 
unwelcome riders. 

Infections are an 
abnormal  condi- 
tion of the cell or 
body, and viruses 
can jump from host 
to human and then 
infect others. 

They can mutate 
over time, and 
therefore different 
strains of the virus 
can emerge. 

Let's focus on the 
virus attack. The 
first is the virus re- 
ceptor on_ the 
human body. 

The virus compo- 
nent is produced, 
allowing the virus 
to multiply and 
spread, leading to 


ral? 


infection-becoming 
the door to infec- 


tion, losing the 
outer shell and 
starting to control 


the cell, allowing 
the cell to produce 
its DNA or RNA 
and protein and 
make more of the 
virus. 

DNA or RNA ac- 
cumulates together 
with the necessary 
protein to create a 
new disease, then 
that new virus 
harms the adjacent 


cells doing the 
same. 
That is how 


COVID-19 attacked 
humans. 

If the virus 
spreads through 
the body, it can 
break the DNA of 
your cells or make 
it dysfunctional, 
which will cause 
cell death, also 
known as “necro- 
sis.” 

It may be that 
your body’s im- 
mune system pro- 
duces substances 
like interferon, 
which kill the cell 
manipulated by the 
virus to avoid pro- 
ducing another ver- 
sion - we call that 
“apoptosis.” 

Novel pathogens 
that sicken humans 
have been learned 
at an average rate 
more significant 
than three per year. 
About 75 per cent 
of these pathogens 
result from animals 
and are known as 
“zoonoses.” 

An infected bat 


was the source that 
triggered COVID- 
19, causing severe 
respiratory symp- 
toms (SARS). 

Exposure to do- 
mesticated animals 
has also resulted in 
diseases circulating 
through the popu- 
lation. 

A future pan- 
demic may be 
much worse than 
COVID 19, and 
could endanger the 
health and safety of 
the world as we re- 
alize it. 

veers ‘ ie a 
role to play fightin 
this ue oa that 
includes taking re- 
sponsibility for 
supporting yourself 
and others, using a 
mask to protect 
yourself from oth- 
ers, ag Vee ey 
cleansing hands, 
being fit, eating a 
balanced diet, not 
sharing cutlery or 
straws, etc. 

Post-pandemic 
planning is also re- 

uired, and this in- 
cludes federal and 
provincial policies 
that would result in 
early and unified 
lockdowns — with 
economic support 
for these lock- 
downs for families, 
the ability to manu- 
facture increased 
personal protective 
equipment (PPE) 
for frontline work- 
ers and masks for 
civilians, surge pro- 
tection in hospitals 
and an effective in- 
ternational warn- 
ing system. 


Do you know 
what the origin of 
our weird custom 
of shaking hands 
is? It is quite his- 
toric, and was used 
as a way for those 
who didn’t know 
each other to estab- 
lish trust without 
fear of reprisal. In 
some of the East- 
ern countries, the 
practice involves 
shaking and hold- 
ing on to both 
hands. 

Experts also indi- 
cate a need to keep 
an eye on emerging 
diseases better and 
keep maintaining 
general public 
health systems that 
can efficiently react 
to them. The next 
goal is to examine 
the most important 
disease dangers 
lurking in the ani- 
mal world to target 
efforts toward pro- 
ducing assessments 
and prototype vac- 
cines. 

Following — the 
pandemic, any vac- 
cine may well not 
be accessible for 
four-to-six months 
or longer, and even 
then, it may only 
just be provided in 
limited quantities 
and society will 
have little immu- 
nity to COVID-19. 

With seasonal flu, 
some individuals 
have some immu- 
nity developed 
from the previous 
contact with the in- 
fections. 

Symptoms of 
pandemic flu may 


YOUR BUSINESS 


with our digital transformation program 


Canada _ Ontario @ 


become more se- 
vere than seasonal 
flu. More people 
will probably pass 
away from _pan- 
demic flu than 
from seasonal flu. 


years of ee 
vaccinations 

antiviral interven- 
tions that have al- 
lowed us to more 
effectively treat the 
seasonal flu, but 
we're still “flying 
blind” in many 
ways with COVID- 


19. 

Get prepared be- 
forehand: Store 
nonperishable food 
items, water in bot- 
tles, over-the- 
counter drugs, 
health materials, 
and other necessi- 
ties. (But exercise 
caution when 
hoarding toilet 
paper, please.) 

For older individ- 
uals, where there is 
no reliable service 
from caretakers, a 
framework should 
be developed to 
better care for for 
both them and in- 
dividuals with spe- 
cial needs. This 
includes increased 
food and supply de- 
livery. 

Intend to stay at 
home for at least 
10-14 days or even 
much longer. Re- 
siding at home can 
prevent you from 
transferring the 
virus to others. 

Also, your local 
health department 
will give guidelines 
on this. 
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Peel waits for Stage 3 reopening update 


Continued from Pg 1 
Club activities / 
dancing will also 
not be allowed in 
restaurants and 
bars in Stage 3, un- 
less they're hired by 
the establishment 
and follow health 
guidelines. 

Following the an- 
nouncement, Mis- 
sissauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie 
tweeted that she 
was _ "confident" 
that the city and 
GTA would soon 
move into Stage 3. 

"Our goal is to 
move forward and 
never once look 
back," she said. 
"Our businesses 
and our people 
can't afford to do 
this again." 

After Ford's an- 
nouncement, May- 
ors and _ Chairs 
from across the 
Greater Toronto 
and Hamilton Area 
met again to dis- 
cuss the ongoing 
response to 


COVID-19 and 
preparations for 
Stage 3. With the 
province announc- 
ing the reopening, 
GTHA Mayors and 
Chairs welcomed 
the fact that the 
province continues 
to work closely with 
local Medical Offi- 
cers of Health and 
demonstrated sen- 
sitivity to differing 
regional realities. 
"Reopening in a 
measured way de- 
pending on_ local 
facts will help pro- 
tect the gains we 
have made in fight- 
ing the pandemic. 
This also allows 
GTHA municipali- 
ties and businesses 
additional time to 
prepare so that we 
can continue to 
protect our resi- 
dents," said the 
group in a joint 
statement Monday. 
"We fully support 
continuing to move 
forward with this 
kind of measured 


reopening that is 
sensitive to re- 
gional differences, 
and we thank Pre- 
mier Ford, his Min- 
isters, and his 
officials for their 
ongoing coopera- 
tion. Given the in- 
crease in COVID-19 
cases we have seen 
in other jurisdic- 
tions that have re- 
opened earlier than 
the GTHA, we sup- 
port continuing the 
cautious approach 
we have taken so 
far in Ontario." 
While cities con- 
tinue to respond to 
the pandemic, they 
are experiencing 
unprecedented 
costs and _ signifi- 
cant revenue losses, 
the group said. "We 
remain hopeful a 
federal-provincial 
funding agreement 
to support munici- 
palities can be 
reached to avoid 
devastating cuts to 
frontline services or 
unaffordable prop- 


erty tax increases... 
cities across the 
GTHA made it clear 
that decisions on 
cuts are forthcom- 
ing if they do not 
hear from the fed- 
eral and provincial 
governments soon 
and that those dis- 
cussions with their 
respective officials 
have already 
begun. 

"Data from Peel 
Health shows that 
on Saturday, July 4, 
the region had 31 
new cases reported 
and 6,381 total 
COVID-19 | infec- 
tions. By Saturday, 
July 11, Peel's total 
had grown by 215 
cases, or 3.6 per- 
cent, to 6,596 total 
COVID-19 _ infec- 
tions. 

At the July 13 
press conference, 
Ontario Minister of 
Education Stephen 
Lecce announced 
that the size of 
childcare centre co- 
horts would be ex- 


panding across the 


province this 
month. 

As of July 27, 
childcare centres 


and home childcare 
providers would be 
allowed to have up 
to 15 children, 


moving up from 10. 


The cap would be 
raised regardless of 
whether the child- 
care provider's re- 
gion has moved 
into Stage 3, a 
spokesperson from 
Ford's office con- 
firmed in an email. 


Noted Mississauga philanthropist, developer Kaneff 


remembered 


It’s the end of an 
era. 

Famed Missis- 
sauga philanthro- 
pist, developer 
and Order of 
Canada _ recipient 
Ignat “Iggy Kan- 
eff passed away 
Sunday evening 
(July 12) at the 
age of 93. 

The long-time 
resident, who 
moved to Missis- 
sauga from his 
home country of 
Bulgaria in 1951, 
made his mark on 
the city, Peel Re- 
gion and beyond 
with his work as a 
notable commer- 
cial and residen- 
tial developer, 
involvement with 
numerous charita- 
ble causes and 
connections with 


some of the indus- 
try’s most power- 
ful players. 

Flags at Missis- 
sauga City Hall 
were lowered at 
half-mast Sunday 
in recognition of 
Kaneff. 

sey was a dedi- 
cated community 
leader and city 
builder, and aside 
from his extensive 
business pursuits, 
he also gave back 
to his community 
through decades 
of philanthropic 
endeavours, civic 
contributions, and 
a commitment to 
helping others,” 
Heritage Missis- 
sauga wrote in a 
memorial of Kan- 
effs life. “He 
freely gave count- 
less hours and fi- 


nancial support 
toward improving 
the quality of life 
in the communi- 
ties around him. 
He has supported 
the development 
of hospitals, 
churches and 


post-secondary in- 
stitutions and left 


an enduring legacy 
and indelible mark 
on the landscape 
and history of 
Mississauga.” 

No immediate 
cause of death or 
funeral arrange- 
ments were given, 
as of press time. 


One under arrest after 
defrauding public 


An Innisfil 
man is under 
arrest and 
charged’ with 


multiple counts 
of defrauding 
residents in 
Peel and 
Toronto. 

Peel Police re- 
vealed earlier 
this week that 
the suspect was 
arrested after a 
string of inci- 
dents that took 
place between 
2015 - 2018, 
where the man 
attended busi- 
nesses and ob- 
tain the 
banking infor- 
mation of vic- 
tims while 
installing point 


of sale (POS) 
machines. The 
suspect would 
then make 


withdrawals 
under the vic- 
tims’ names. 
Approximately 
$131,000 was 
stolen by the 
suspect, police 


say. 
48 year-old 
Syed Jafry was 
arrested last 
Tuesday and 
charged with 
defrauding the 
public. Jafry 


will appear in 
court to answer 
to the charges 
on Sep. 14. 
Police believe 
there may be 
more victims. 
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L7K 0C3 
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eniovment of all arts in the Hills of Headwaters. 
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Peel mandates mandatory facemask usage 


Continued from Pg 3 


The region's push 
for mandatory mask 
usage followed simi- 
lar bylaws mandated 
by Toronto and 
other cities through- 
out the country late 
last month, though 
businesses are cur- 
rently not mandated 
to provide masks to 
customers if they are 
unable to afford the 
expense or are un- 
able to provide sup- 
plies of non-medical 
masks. Despite that, 
indoor businesses 
can refuse service to 
those who refuse to 
wear a mask. 

“We want busi- 
nesses that are open 


to stay open, and we 
want more _busi- 
nesses to be able to 
enter Phase 3 and 
re-open, SO we can 
get our economy 
back open again," 
said Crombie. 

While the _ two- 
metre physical dis- 
tancing rule 
continues, many pa- 
trons coming into 
Square One last 
week said they had 
no problem wearing 
a mask. 

"It's our responsi- 
bility to do what we 
can to try and help 
each other, so if 
wearing a mask 
helps somebody i'm 
okay with it," 
Brampton resident 


Maureen Hilton told 
Peel Weekly News. 
Others walking into 
the mall were ap- 
proached by Square 
One staff and sent to 
a nearby customer 
service kiosk to ob- 
tain a mask after ex- 
plaining that they 
did not bring one 
with them. 

While the region 
continues to curb 
the spread of the 
virus, the motion 
has received gener- 
ally favorable re- 
sponses from 
residents, with 
many saying that the 
measures should 
have been put in 
place by health pro- 
fessionals earlier. 


One man under arrest after 
multiple vehicles damaged 


A 30 year-old 
man under arrest 
in connection 
with an incident 
that happened in 
an underground 
parking garage 
earlier this week, 
Peel Police have 
reported. 

The _ incident 
took place Mon- 
day evening at an 
underground 
parking garage 
located on Lisa 
Street, near the 
Bramalea_ City 
Centre, where 


the suspect dam- 
aged 19 vehicles 
and stole several 


items from them, 
which he _ later 
used to commit 
fraud, authori- 
ties say. 

It was later dis- 
covered that the 
suspect was re- 
sponsible for two 
similar incidents 
in Brampton, in 
the Greene Drive 
area on Feb. 23. 

Damon Smith- 


Metzler, of no 
fixed address, 
was arrested 
Monday and 
charged with 
multiple of- 


fences, including 
four counts of 


theft under 
$5,000, pal 
counts of mis- 


chief, two counts 
of fraud and five 
counts of breach- 
ing probation. 
Smith-Metzler 
appeared in 
Brampton court 
Tuesday to an- 
swer to the 
charges. 
Residents with 
any additional 
information re- 
garding the case 
are asked to con- 
tact 21 Division 
at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 2133. 


Mask / Facial Covering 
Required 


Trillium Health Partners raises $5 
million in COVID-19 campaign 


Mississauga’s Trillium 
Health Partners announced 
Wednesday evening that it 
had raised more than $5 mil- 
lion in funding to support 
critical initiatives and equip- 
ment for the hospital during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
part of an “outpouring of sup- 
port” from the community. 

The health system said that 
the money raised through 
their most recent campaign 
came from cash and in-kind 
donations, and helped sup- 
port critical hospital care, ex- 
penses and needed medical 
equipment / personal protec- 
tive equipment (PPE) during 
the pandemic. 

“There is profound grati- 
tude that THP’s staff are on 
the frontlines caring for us 
during COVID- 

19,” said Caroline 
Riseboro, THPF 
President and 
CEO. “Our com- 
munity members 
understood the 
depth of the need 
and stepped up 


quickly with re- 
markable gen- 
erosity.” 

More than 
10,000 donors 
contributed to the 
fundraising cam- 


paign, with more 
than 900,000 in- 
dividual PPB. 
items donated and 
an outpouring of 
support from local 


politicians, donors and 
celebrities. 

“T want to thank our com- 
munity for once again step- 
ping up to show how much 
they care,” said Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie. 

“Since the onset of this cri- 
sis, our frontline workers 
have been working long 
hours under challenging con- 
ditions... your generosity has 
made a real difference in 
THP’s ability to provide the 
hi pau ay ey care needed to 
fight this virus while ensuring 
our frontline workers stay 
safe and healthy on the job.’ 

Gifts have been received 
from across Mississauga, 
west Toronto, Oakville, 
Brampton, Hamilton, Scar- 
borough and Vaughan. 
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Several kilograms of cocaine seized 


at Pearson 


More than ten 
kilograms of co- 
caine, with more 
than $1.2 million, 
were seized last 
week during a 
pair of arrests of 


suspected _ traf- 
fickers, the 
Canada _ Border 


Services Agency 
(CBSA) an- 
nounced Mon- 
day. 
The agency, 
with support 
from the RCMP, 
made the seizures 
less than one 
week apart, with 
the first occur- 
ring on June 18. 


Officials at the 


agency said in a 
release Monday 
that agents dis- 
covered approxi- 
mately 6.6 
kilograms of co- 
caine hidden in 
six food pack- 
ages, with a value 
of approximately 


$825,000. The 
suspect had 
brought the pack- 


ages after arriv- 
ing on a flight 
from Jamaica. 

Less than a 
week later, a sec- 
ond suspect, also 
arriving on a 
flight from Ja- 
maica, was ap- 
prehended after 


agents discovers 
3.85 kilograms of 
cocaine hidden in 
eight food pack- 
ages, with a value 
of $447,500. 
The two_ sus- 
pects, both fe- 
male, were 
arrested and the 
shipments were 


seized by the 
RCMP. 

76 year-old 
Mavis Coreta 


Segree, of Etobi- 
coke, and 31 
year-old Amran 
Jama, of Hamil- 
ton, face drug 
charges in con- 
nection with the 
case. 
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Suspect sought after robbery/shooting 


by Alex Gregory 
Police are 
looking for 


leads regarding 
one of two sus- 
pects involved 
in a 
shooting/rob- 
bery that took 
place last month 
in one of Missis- 
sauga’s busiest 
intersections. 
12 Division’s 
Criminal Inves- 
tigation Bureau 
has revealed 
that one suspect 
is in custody 
and one is still 
at large in rela- 
tion to the 
shooting, which 
occurred on 
June 15 in the 
Hurontario and 
Dundas _ Street 


area. 
Amale victim 
was walking 


from his place 
of work to a 
nearby parking 
lot in the area 
around 2 p.m. 


when a_ blue 
Toyota Corolla 
drove towards 
him. A male 


suspect emerged 
from the vehi- 
cle’s passenger 


side and de- 
manded his 
valuables while 
wielding a 
handgun. 

The victim 
complied, and 
was shot in the 
leg afterwards 


by the suspect, 
who fled the 
scene along with 
the driver of the 
vehicle. The vic- 
tim suffered 
minor wounds 
and is recover- 
ing. 
Investigators 
later found that 
the vehicle was 
connected to 
other incidents 
in Toronto and 


Waterloo, and 
recovered’ the 
vehicle shortly 


after the inci- 
dent. 
18 year-old 


Madar Hassan, 
of Mississauga, 
surrendered to 
police on July 7, 
wherein he was 


charged with 
multiple = rob- 
bery and 
weapons-related 
offences. Has- 


san appeared in 
Brampton court 
the same day to 
answer to the 
charges. 

Police are still 
looking for the 
second suspect, 
who is described 
as male Black, 
with a_ thin 
build, wearing a 
dark-hooded 
sweatshirt and a 
surgical mask. 

Anyone’ with 
information is 
asked to call po- 


lice at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
1299, 


Library offers materials for mental health support 


As the commu- 
nity copes with the 
stresses of the 
global pandemic, 
Brampton Library 
said Wednesday 
that is is inviting 
customers to try 
bibliotherapy, a 
mental health sup- 
port that involves 
reading and jour- 
naling to help par- 
ticipants confront 
their own strug- 
gles. 

“Many readers 
might already en- 
gage in bibliother- 
apy without 
realizing it,” says 
Jen Sloane, the 
branch librarian at 
Brampton Li- 
brary’s South 
West Branch and 
its bibliotherapy 
project lead. 

“When you read 
a book and reflect 
on the experi- 


ences, thoughts 
and emotions that 
you share with the 
characters, you 
start to empathize 
and become open 
to potential solu- 
tions. That’s the 
heart of biblio- 
therapy: using 
books as a lens to 
look at our own 
roblems and 
egin the healing 
process,” Sloane 
adds. 
Bibliotherapy is 
a useful tool for all 
ages, said the li- 
brary in a state- 
ment Wednesday. 
Reported benefits 
include increased 
positive feelings 
that promote 
problem solving, 
heightened com- 
passion and en- 
hanced 
self-awareness. 
After selecting a 


title from Bramp- 
ton Library’s bib- 
liotherapy 
collection, readers 
are encouraged to 
keep a journal 
handy and identify 
moments to reflect 


on related experi- 
ences as_ they 


progress through 
the book. Every- 
one is invited to 
browse bibliother- 
apy collections for 
children, 


teens 


and adults, and 
download titles for 
free with their li- 
brary card. 

While all Bramp- 
ton Library 
Branches remain 
closed until fur- 


ther notice, book 
return dropboxes 
are open and curb- 
side pickup service 
is in the works, 
said library repre- 
sentatives. 
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Brampton tax preparer sentenced after donation scheme 


by Alex Gregory 


A Brampton tax 
preparer has been 
convicted and sen- 
tenced in connec- 
tion with a 
charitable dona- 
tion scheme, the 
Canada Revenue 
Agency revealed 
last week. 

The suspect, 
John Oladapol 
Oladehinde, was 
charged after 
pleading guilty to 
one count of fraud 
over $5,000 in 
Toronto court last 
month. 

Oladehine, who 
ran a tax prepara- 
tion business, De- 
hine & Associates, 
in Toronto, was 
charged with de- 
frauding clients 
using false charita- 
ble donation 
schemes. 

In their decision, 
the courts stated 


that Olandehinde 
used his role as an 
officer and director 
to file more than 
1,400 income tax 
returns for clients 
between 2001 - 
2005, using false 
donation claims 
worth approxi- 
mately $13 million. 

$3.9 million in 
fradulent refunds 
and non-assessed 


taxes were made by 
Oladehinde, who 
continued to 


charge his clients 
for the fictitious 
donations 

After an investi- 
gation, the CRA 
pressed charges 
against Oladehine 
in Jan. 2008, who 
subsequently fled 
the country. A 
Canada-wide = ar- 
rest warrant was 
later issued for his 
arrest. 


In Oct. 2019, 
Oladehinde re- 
turned to Canada 
and was arrested 
by RCMP agents at 
Pearson Airport. 

Oladehinde was 
sentenced to a con- 
ditional sentence 
of two years less a 
day and was or- 
dered to pay a fine 
of $412,306. 

In a statement, 
the CRA said that 
courts had 
voncited 21 tax 
preparers/promot- 
ers for tax evasion 
between Apr. 1, 
2015 and Mar. 31, 
2020, with sen- 
tences __ totalling 
$1.39 million in 
fines and 34 years 
of jail time. 

“The CRA re- 
mains dedicated to 
maintaining the in- 
tegrity of Canada's 
tax system, and the 


social and _ eco- 
nomic well-being 
of Canadians dur- 
ing these unprece- 
dented times,” the 
agency said in a 
statement, noting 
that it continues to 
aggressively pur- 
sue tax evasion, 
and false claims 
with all the tools 
available to them. 
“The CRA is dedi- 
cated to ensuring 
that individuals 


and businesses 
make claims to 
which they are en- 
titled so that im- 
portant __ benefit 
programs can be 
administered to 
those who need 
them. As a result of 
COVID-19, we are 


seeing the  in- 
creased impor- 
tance of these 


benefits, and are 
working to ensure 
that they continue 


to be available to 
Canadians. Any in- 
dividual or busi- 
ness who claims 
losses or benefits 
that they are not 
entitled to, includ- 


ing ineligible 
claims related to 
new COVID-19 


benefits, may be 
required to repay 
the benefit or be 
subject to other 
possible action.” 


Cops searching for obstructive bikers 


A gang of obstructive motorcy- 


clists are being sought by police 
in connection with a traffic stop 
that occurred late last month. 


Peel Police’s Safety Services di- 


vision said Monday that it was 


looking for public help locating 
the group of individuals, who ap- 
peared after police stopped a 


motorcycle on June 28. 


The traffic stop, whic occurred 
around 2:20 a.m. in the Highway 
407 and Airport Road area, saw 
police attempting to question a 
motorcyclist when a group of un- 
individuals 


known 


appeared, 


also driving motorcycles. 


The group proceeded to swarm 
the officers and attempted to im- 


pede them from conducting the 


traffic stop. 


Police have released photos of 
the suspects in the group, and 
are calling on any members of 


the public who may recognize 


them to call Safety Services at 


(905) 453-2121, ext. 7586. 


Ford plans election- 
style post-COVID tour 


Premier Doug 
Ford is preparing 
for an election- 
style summer 
tour of the 
province, which 
will largely open 
Friday, several 
months after the 
COVID-19 _ epi- 
demic began. 

On Tuesday, 
Ford's office said 
it would visit 
seven regions 
over the next 
eight weeks, stop 
in 38 constituen- 
cies and cover a 
5,000-kilometer 
journey to thank 
the people and 
businesses of the 
province for dis- 
charging their re- 
sponsibilities 
during the 
COVID-19 _ epi- 
demic. 


Ford toured 


Eclipse Automa- 
tion in Cam- 
bridge on 
Tuesday after- 
noon. The com- 
pany improved 
its machines on 
the Nos for surgi- 
cal masks and 
other medical 
supplies. 

He then visited 
the Challenger 
Motor Freight 
company to 
thank them for 
their role in deliv- 
ering essential 
goods across the 
border during 
this epidemic. 

Ford ended the 
day by visiting 
the Ford Kitch- 
ener auto plant, 
which is making 
25,000 masks a 
week for frontline 
workers. 
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Peel Matters -.A “Tree-mendous” Climate Change March 


by Catherine Soplet 


Friday, July 17, 
marks the 100th 


“Friday for Future” 
climate strike 
march, initiated 


and inspired by 
Swede teen envi- 
ronmentalist Greta 
Thunberg. 

This fakes place 
in the same week 
that Mississauga 
was recognized as a 
Tree City of the 
World by Arbor 
Day Foundation 
and the United Na- 
tions Food and 
Agriculture Organ- 
ization. 

“As the preferred 
school yard tree 
planting agency for 
City of Mississauga 
- One Million Trees 
program, ACER 
Canada is thrilled 
with this recogni- 
tion,” says Alice 
Cassleman, the 
founder and presi- 
dent of environ- 
mental research 
charity ACER 
Canada. 

The international 
effort recognizes 
municipalities 
committed to en- 
suring that their 
urban forests and 
trees are properly 
maintained, sus- 
tainably managed, 


and duly _ cele- 
brated. 

ACER has more 
in store. 

Just ten months 
earlier, on Sep. 20, 
2019 the largest 
Climate Strike 
march to date her- 
alded Thunberg’s 
arrival in New York 
City, a cross-At- 
lantic crusade to 
attend the inaugu- 
ral Youth Forum 
convened by the 
United Nations. 
Globally , four mil- 
lion people joined 
in the march. 

That day, in Sep- 
tember, in con- 
junction with 
Thunberg’s call to 
action to plant 
trees for the 
Earth’s health, 
ACER Canada an- 
nounced its intent 
to organize com- 
munity plantings 
of trees for climate 
change research in 
low-canopy, low- 
income targets in 
Peel Region. 

Throughout the 
fall of 2019, diverse 
community 
groups, agencies, 
forestry and con- 
servation experts 
met to confirm 
their work on data- 


based vulnerable 
population maps. 

ACER Canada 
aims to scale up 
delivery of its com- 
munity tree plant- 
ings in these 
identified low tree- 
canopy areas in 
Peel Region. While 
in pandemic lock- 
down on Mar. 30, 
Arbor Day Founda- 
tion awarded 
ACER funding of 
1,500 tree speci- 
mens in Bramalea 
SNAP (Sustainable 
Neighbourhood 
Action Plan) areas. 

In a proposal for 
federlninding en- 
titled “Project 
Crossroads: Plant- 
ing for Change,” 
ACER said it would 
seek to promote 
the planting of na- 
tive tree specimen 
suites that meet in- 
ternational stan- 
dards. 

The data col- 
lected in the study 
is shared to con- 
tribute to interna- 
tional research on 
local impacts of cli- 
mate change. 

In Dec. 2019, City 
of Mississauga 
staff studied cli- 
mate change maps 
to understand 


“heat islands,” 
areas that have the 
highest concentra- 
tions of residents, 
to see if they could 
draw conclusions 
from the data. 
Coincident with 
the social unrest 
caused by anti- 
Black racism in 
Peel, the map was 
included in a pres- 
entation made to 
Peel District 
School Board. 
From Mar. - July, 
during the COVID- 
19 lockdown, pre- 
liminary Peel 
Region health data 
showed that the 
population density 
for COVID infec- 
tion and fatality co- 
incided with the 


identified heat is- 
lands. 

For future health, 
ACER suggests we 
can positively im- 
pact the lives of 
residents by plant- 
ing cooling shade 
trees with and for 
the vulnerable peo- 
ple who need to 
have it the most — 
those living in 
these heat islands. 

ACER Canada 
wants to join with 
Mississauga Arts 
Council, Missis- 
sauga Writers 
Group, Heritage 
Mississauga and 
Peel Weekly News 
to capture the sto- 
ries of lockdown, 
reopening and re- 
covery from people 


of every age, every 
background, and 
every means. 

ACER invites all 
people and _like- 
minded associa- 
tions in 
Mississauga to par- 
ticipate. 

By capturing Mis- 
sissauga stories 
now, as we build 
shared safe public 
spaces for the fu- 
ture, we can pass 
our collective expe- 
rience forward be- 
tween the 
generations. 

Find out more 
about ACER and 
the Project Cross- 
roads by visiting 
bit.ly/Project- 
Crossroads_Pro- 
file_Jan-2020. 


Peel Matters: Planting trees now and for tomorrow 


by Catherine Soplet 
‘A popular Chinese pro 
says: “The best time to pl 


not-for- tion, 
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landit 


30 to http://www.acer-acre.ca for more information . 
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GTAA sheds 27 per cent of workforce as restrictions ease 


Approximately 
500 jobs’ have 
been shed by the 
company behind 
Pearson Airport, 
as it deals with air 
traffic levels not 
seen in nearly 25 
years. 

The Greater 
Toronto Airport 
Authority an- 
nounced Tuesday 
that they would be 
cutting 27 per 
cent of their work- 
force, including 
two _vice-presi- 
dents, as part of a 
rebalancing to 
cope with chang- 
ing circumstances 


caused by the 
COVID-19 _ out- 
break. 


The airport au- 
thority said in a 
statement Tues- 
day that the move 
had been 
prompted by air 
traffic levels that 
match a 24 year- 
low, not seen 
since 1996. 

To that end, the 
company said that 
the eliminated po- 
sitions included 
300 roles that 
were removed 
through layoffs 
and voluntary de- 
partures. 


The company is 
focused on a 
“nimble, innova- 
tive and recovery- 
focused” 
reorganization, a 
company 
spokesperson 
said. 

Craig Brad- 
brook, the GTAA’s 
vice-president for 
aviation services, 
now becomes the 
company’s new 
chief operating of- 
ficer, and will re- 
distribute roles 
through a new 
management 
structure. Accord- 
ing to the com- 


pany, some of the 
positions were 
eliminated Tues- 
day, while other 
positions will be 
removed through 
the fall. 


—o- 


GTAA president 
and CEO Deborah 
Flint referred to 
the cuts as a “dif- 
ficult but neces- 
sary step,” and 


indicated that the . 


ee 


airport authority 
was focused on 
maintaining oper- 
ations and health 
and safety precau- 
tions. 
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CRB opens first Canadian office in Mississauga 


Kansas__ City- 
based CRB, a de- 
Ss i gn , 
engineering and 
construction 
services firm 
specializing in 
builds in the life 
sciences and 
technology sec- 
tors, recently an- 
nounced it has 
opened its first 
Canadian office, 
in Mississauga. 

The firm said 
last week that it 
utilizes a “One 
Solution” = ap- 
proach to proj- 
ects, combining 
architectural, 
engineering de- 
velopment and 
design through 
to construction 


and commis- 
sioning services 
in one team. 
The office will 
be overseen by 
Daniel 
Lachapelle, a 
mechanical en- 
gineer and vet- 
eran CRB 
regional team 
leader with 30 
years of profes- 
sional _experi- 
ence in the field. 
He also holds a 
certificate in ad- 
vanced manage- 
ment from 
McGill Univer- 
sity in Montreal. 
“Canada’s con- 


centration of 
biotech and 
pharmaceutical 


talent, research 


and __ develop- 
ment and intel- 
lectual property 
makes it one of 
the world’s most 
important life 
sciences growth 
markets,” said 
Ryan Schroeder, 
president of 
CRB, in a state- 
ment. 

“Opening our 
new space in the 
Toronto area 
sends a strong 
message _ that 
were ready to 
help clients re- 
gardless of geog- 
raphy, and with 
care, responsive- 
ness and differ- 
ence-making 
project __ deliv- 
ery.” 


Sanofi receives endorsement to extend drug coverage 


Mississauga’s 
Sanofi Canada 
announced Mon- 
day that it has 
received a posi- 
tive endorse- 
ment from a 
Quebec-based 
institute to ex- 
tend drug cover- 
age for a product 
that alleviates 
moderate-to-se- 
vere atopic der- 
matitis in 
adolescents. 

Dupixent, 
which is cur- 
rently biologic 
approved for pa- 
tients in Canada 
aged 12 and 
older for moder- 
ate-to-severe 


dermatitis, re- 
ceived the 
“thumbs up” 


from the Institut 
national d'excel- 
lence en santé et 


en services soci- 
aux (INESSS), 
which recom- 
mended extend- 
ing existing 
coverage in Que- 
bec to include 
patients aged 12 
and older. 

The recommen- 
dation was given 
after multiple 
clinical trials in- 
dicated that the 


drug showed 
greater skin 
clearance and 


less itch inten- 
sity, along with a 


greater quality 
of life, versus a 
placebo. 

"The impact 


that moderate- 
to-severe atopic 
dermatitis has 
both physically 
and emotionally 
on patients is 
significant, and 


it can be even 
more devastat- 
ing for adoles- 
cents during 
their formative 
years," said 
Marissa Poole, 
the general man- 
ager of Sanofi 
G € ia y m ¢ 
Canada. "With 
this recommen- 
dation from 
INESSS, adoles- 
cents, and their 
caregivers who 
often play an in- 
tegral role in 
helping to man- 
age their dis- 
ease, will now 
have access to 
gras 

The Canadian 
Agency for 
Drugs and ae 
nologies 

Health (CADTH) 
Canadian Drug 
Expert Commit- 


tee (CDEC) pre- 
viously issued a 
recommendation 
that Dupixent 
(dupilumab) be 
reimbursed _ by 


public drug 
plans for Cana- 
dians aged 12 


years and older 
with moderate- 
to-severe atopic 
dermatitis 
whose disease is 
not adequatel 
managed wit 
current therapy 
and when spe- 
cific conditions 
are met. 

The drug is also 
covered by most 
private insur- 
ance programs 
in Canada for 
adults and ado- 
lescents with 
moderate-to-se- 
vere atopic der- 
matitis. 


—o- 


Atopic der- 
matitis, the most 
common form of 
eczema, iS a 
chronic inflam- 
matory disease. 

In its moder- 
ate-to-severe 
form, it is char- 
acterized by 
rashes that can 
potentially cover 
much of the 
body, and can 
include intense, 
persistent itch- 
ing, skin lesions 
and skin dry- 
ness, cracking, 
redness or dark- 
ness, crusting 
and oozing. 

The drug was 
first approved by 
Health Canada 
on Nov. 30, 2017 
for the treatment 
of adult patients 
with moderate- 
to-severe atopic 


dermatitis 
whose disease is 
not adequatel 
controlled wit 
topical prescrip- 
tion therapies 

Sanofi, which 
operates one of 
its four main 
Canadian of- 
fices, focusing 
on Gensyme de- 
velopments, has 
an office located 
on Matheson 
Boulevard East. 

The division is 
part of a French 
multinational 
company, Sanofi 
Pasteur, which 
employs more 
than 100,000 
people in 100 
countries. Of 
those, 2,000 em- 
ployees work in 
Canada. 


I had the pleasure 
of being invited to 
be the _ kickoff 
speaker for a vir- 
tual speed net- 
working event 
earlier this week to 
talk about virtual 
strategic network- 
ing. 
Networking has 
changed drastically 
during these un- 
precedented times. 
Remember the 
days of getting 
dressed up, getting 
in your car or tak- 
ing public transit to 
go to an event to 
meet people for 
your business? Re- 
member business 
card swapping? 
Remember having 
to ensure that you 
were wearing the 
right shoes that can 
keep you afloat for 
the entirety of the 
event — ladies? 

That all seems so 
far fetched to some 
right now or seems 
like a wish list to 
others. Nonethe- 
less, we have all 
had to find unique 
ways to meet other 
entrepreneurs dur- 
ing this time. 

As an event or- 
ganizer and a lover 
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of people, I have 
spent the last few 
months mastering 


my virtual net- 
working tech- 
niques. 


I have also had to 
find unique plat- 
forms to use for 
networking other 
than your typical 
Zoom. However, 
no matter what 
platform you 
choose to use for 
your networking, 
ensure you are fol- 
lowing some of 
these basic rules. 

1) Get to know 
the platform before 
you start network- 
ing. Nothing can 
be more frustrating 
than trying to fig- 
ure out the intrica- 
cies of a platform 
while trying to con- 
nect with someone. 

If you are using a 
platform that times 
your sessions, then 
you have a very 
limited amount of 
time to connect 
with the person on 
the other end and 
make a lasting im- 
pression. 

Adjusting your 
lighting, figuring 
out what buttons to 
click or trying to 


—e— 


adjust your view 
are not things you 
want to be focusing 
on. 

2) Your __back- 
ground matters. 
Your background / 
backdrop / setting 
does matter. Try 
not to let your sur- 
roundings distract 
from your conver- 
sation. Ensure that 
there aren’t any ob- 
jects or signage 
that can be deemed 
offensive in your 
shot. 

Remember, you 
only have a short 
period of time to 
make an impres- 
sion and as hu- 
mans, our 
attention span is 
quite short. Our 
eyes will wonder 
and start trying to 
decipher things in 
your background. 

You can, how- 
ever, bring notice 
to something in 
your background 
that can be used as 
a conversation 
starter; like a cool 
painting or some 
other forms of wall 
art 

3) Find an_ ice- 
breaker. As men- 
tioned in the 
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Strategic Networking Tips for a Virtual World 


by Dwania Peele, Canadian Small Business Women 


previous point, you 
can use something 
in your surround- 
ing as a quick ice- 
breaker. 

You can _ also 
come up with a 
unique saying or 
stick to the every so 
basic elevator 
pitch. In virtual 
settings, your ele- 
vator pitch is not 
that effective. 
Share a unique ex- 
perience instead or 
share your most 
and least favourite 
thing about this 
quarantine. 

4) Be mindful of 
your energy. We 
know that it’s hard 
to fully convey your 
energy across a 
screen, but think of 
your networking 
job as being an 
award winning ac- 
tress. You must be 
convincing. You 
must be high en- 
ergy. You must be 


memorable. 
5) Share the 
shine! Remember 


that this is net- 
working. Network- 
ing is a 
conversation. You 
must be always 
share the spotlight. 
Listen to your net- 


working partner. 

Do not be aggres- 
sive with your 
point of view. Do 
not hijack the con- 
versation. 

What’s the point 
of networking if 
you don't follow 
up? 

The key to a last- 
ing business rela- 
tionship is to find 


ways that you can 
help that business 
grow. Refer an 
ideal client. Talk 
about them on your 
platform. 

Find out exactly 
what it is they need 
to succeed. 

Cheers to creating 
mutually beneficial 
business _relation- 
ships! 


Tech collection drive kicks off to benefit low-income families 


Let’s Get  To- 
gether, with the 
support of Raptors 
905 and Electronics 
Recycling Associa- 
tion (ERA), will 
launch its first 
Technology Collec- 
tion Drive to bene- 
fit low-income 
families and indi- 
viduals living in 
Peel Region, start- 
ing next week. 

The inaugural col- 
lection drive, which 
runs from July 20- 
24, will see the or- 
ganization accept 
used computers and 
equipment during a 
donation setup lo- 
cated at the Para- 
mount Fine Foods 
Centre in Missis- 
sauga, from 10 a.m. 


- 6 p.m. each day. 
“Computers are 
the new _ back- 
packs,” said Alison 
Canning of Let’s 
Get Together, who 
noted that over the 
last two years, the 
organization has 
been working hard 
to help low-income 
families and indi- 
viduals across On- 
tario access more 
affordable renewed 
computers through 
their “Creating 
Tech Savvy Com- 
munities” initiative. 
“(We) saw com- 
puters as the ‘new 
backpacks’ and be- 
lieved students 
should have access 
to them at home, so 
they could support 


their pursuit of 
higher education,” 
said Canning. 

Over the last year, 
the organization in- 
creased their efforts 


and have now 
helped over 1000 
individuals and 


families across On- 
tario. 

The demand for 
computers at home 
increased dramati- 
cally when COVID- 
ig hit and most 
public places that 
offered free com- 

uter use were 
orced to close. 
This moment 
served as an awak- 
ening for the 
greater community 
as many _ people 
were unequipped to 


continue to pursue 
their education, 
employment oppor- 
tunities, and/or ac- 


cess essential 
community re= 
sources because 


they didn’t have ac- 
cess to a working 
computer or inter- 
net access at home, 
said Canning. 
While the demand 
for computers con- 
tinued to increase, 
the number of com- 
puter donations 
slowed down signif- 
icantly due to the 
province’s quaran- 
tine measures, thus 
reducing invento- 
ries at computer re- 
cycling companies. 
“We need to kick- 
start the flow of do- 
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nation by encourag- 
ing residents, or- 
ganizations and 
businesses to col- 
lect their used, un- 
wanted, broken 
technology and do- 
nate them to us. By 
doing this, they will 
help both their 
community and our 
environment.” says, 
Alison. 

The goal is to col- 
lect 100 repurpos- 
able laptops 
computers / tablets 
that will be redis- 
tributed back to the 
Peel Region com- 
munity at no cost. 

They also aim to 
raise a total value of 
$1,000 worth of 
other reusable 
equipment with a 


portion of the pro- 
ceeds going to sup- 
port “Let’s Get 
Talking”, a student- 
centred family 
mentorship __ pro- 
gram that supports 
and promotes 
higher education. 
Donors looking to 
drop off equipment 
must enter the cen- 
tre at Parking Lot 
A. Donation bins 
will be located just 
by Rinks Entrance 
A inside the door 
where a Let’s Get 
Together team 
member will assist. 
Safety protocols 
will be in effect. 
For more infor- 
mation, visit lets- 
gettogether.ca/tech 
-collect-drive. 
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Farmers’ Market 
reopens with 
new guidelines 


One of Mississauga’s 
longest-running farmers’ 
markets has reopened with a 
few new eaidelines as the 
summer season continues. 

The Erin Mills Farmers’ 
Market, located at 2520 
Eglinton Avenue West (Eglin- 
ton and Erin Mills Parkway) 
opened for the season on July 
9 with a new set of guidelines 
issued by Peel Public Health 
to ensure safety for all partic- 
ipants. 

Visitors to the market will | 
be required to use hand sani- 
tizer at the entrance to the 
market, and maintain physi- 
cal distancing while shopping 
within the perimeter. 

Residents are encouraged to 
bring their reusable bags - 
though an extra market at the 
table can be used for bagging 
purchases. 

Public washrooms will not 
be available during the dura- 
tion of the market. 

In addition to shopping on- | 
site, many vendors are offer- 
ing the option to pre-order 
their products for pick-up at 
the market. Customers can 
use the new online store (ac- 


cessed at 
erinmillsmarket.com) to pre- 
order items. 


The market runs from 3 - 7 
p.m. every Thursday through 
Oct. 8. Admission is free. 
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Modis government bullied by U.S. over tuttion row 


» 


Paw! 


Column 


Hundreds of thou- 
sands students in 
the U.S. are worried 
about their future 
because their career 
plans are burdened 
by debt owed. 

As the administra- 
tion of U.S. Presi- 
dent Donald Trump 
has not completed 
its current term, it 
adds uncertainty to 
the lives of foreign- 
ers with legal and 
valid visas in the 
United States. 

Last week, the U.S. 
threw the plans of 
skilled professionals 
out of whack by sus- 
pending foreign 
work visas, includ- 
ing the coveted H- 
1B, until the end of 
the year. 

The U.S. authori- 
ties announced that 
international — stu- 
dents holding F-1 or 
M-1 visas, whose 
classes in the up- 
coming semester are 
entirely online, 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 
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would not be al- 
lowed to stay in the 
U.S 


Lst Wednesday, 
Harvard University 
and the Massachu- 
setts Institute of 
Technology asked 
the federal court to 
block the order. 

However, the un- 
expected move has 
plunged the interna- 
tional academic and 
student world into 
chaos, even though 
the world is still 
struggling to re- 
spond to the COVID- 
19 crisis, which has 
seen 13.3 million 
confirmed cases and 
578,000 deaths 
worldwide. 

The changes to the 
rules issued by the 
U.S. Immigration 
and Customs En- 
forcement Agency 
last week stipulate 
that only students 
who are converted 
into person-to-per- 
son tuition courses 
are allowed to stay in 
the country. 

"Students attend- 
ing completely on- 
line schools may not 
take a full load of on- 
line courses and stay 


in the United 
States," says the 
order. 


"The U.S. Depart- 
ment of State does 
not issue visas to en- 
rolled students and 
programs that are 
fully available online 
in the winter semes- 
ter, nor will U.S. 
Customs and Border 
Protection allow 
these students to 
enter U.S. territory." 

The order added 
that students  al- 
ready in the country 
must leave or face 
deportation if their 
classes go com- 
pletely online. 

The current U.S. 
policy towards India 
is extraordinary. On 
the one hand, Presi- 
dent Trump is incit- 
ing India against 
China and siphoning 
all sorts of help, and 
on the other hand, 
he is seemingly hell- 
bent on destroying 
Indian students and 
immigrants studying 
in the United States. 

The U.S. govern- 
ment has now issued 
a new order to re- 
voke the visas of all 
Indian students cur- 


rently studying on- 
line. In the United 
States, COVID-19 
fears have become 
so alarming that al- 
most all universities 
have started teach- 
ing their students at 
home through on- 
line courses. 

There are currently 
two million Indian 
students in the 
United States. If 
their visas are re- 
voked, they will all 
have to go back to 
India immediately. 

Maybe _ someone 
can ask the Trump 
administration - 
who will bring these 
millions of students 
back to India? 

Those students 
who came to India 
on holiday before 
the lockout will be 
allowed to come 
back to the U.S. and 
get their stuff, then 
go back to their 
home country. 

Trump had hung a 
legal sword over 
these students' 
heads, even before 
they revoked their 
H-1B visas. Why did 
they do all this? 

On the one hand, 


Trump is proving to 
be the best friend of 
Indian Prime Minis- 
ter Narendra Modi, 
and on the other 
hand, he does not 
shy away from turn- 
ing a blind eye to the 
needs of so many 
students. The main 
reason for this is 
their election, which 
is scheduled for No- 
vember. 

Trump seems to 
want to send a mes- 
sage to American 
voters that they are 
securing jobs for 
Americans by ex- 
pelling Indians. 

Indians are 
amongsome of the 
most educated and 
well-to-do commu- 
nities among _for- 
eigners living in the 
United States, but it 
is also true that their 
contribution to the 
United States’ pros- 
perity is more signif- 
icant than that of 
other immigrants 
immigrants. 

If all Indians de- 
cide to leave the 
U.S., the country will 
start crawling on its 
knees. 

That's 


why 136 


U.S. congressmen 
and 30 senators 
have warned the 
Trump administra- 
tion to be careful 
and ask if Trump 
will force them to 
take classes at uni- 
versities during this 
COVID-19 crisis. 

Many universities 
have taken refuge in 
the courts against 
this government bul- 
lying. If they do not 
get relief, they will 
have to bear the loss 
of $45 billion re- 
ceived from interna- 
tional students. 

What should 
Trump do? He 
should worry about 
these universities, or 
he should save his 
seat. COVID-19 has 
shaken his chair. 
The Indian govern- 
ment will probably 
not oppose Trump's 
awkward move be- 
cause Indian Prime 
Minister, Secretary 
of State and Secre- 
tary of Defense are 
being bullied by U.S. 
leaders every other 
day with anti-China 
sweet pills. 


Ford refuses to disclose financial aid for cash-strapped cities 


A week after a 
coalition of May- 
ors and municipal 
leaders signed a 
joint statement 
urging the 
province and fed- 
eral government 
to provide $10 
billion in funding 
to cash-strapped 
municipalities, 
the Ontario PC 
government 
pledged to pro- 
vide financial as- 
sistance. 

However, Pre- 
mier Doug Ford 
has stopped short 
of saying how 
much funding it is 
setting aside for 
municipalities af- 


fected by the 
COVID-19 _ epi- 
demic. 

Ontario's mu- 
nicipalities are 
demanding $4 
billion in joint 


economic relief. 
Cities have 
warned that with- 
out these funds, 
they will have no 
choice but to 
make significant 
cuts in services or 
raise property 
taxes. 

To fill the 
budget gap, some 
municipalities 
have even talked 
of raising taxes by 
up to 30 per cent. 

Ford indicated 
in a press confer- 
ence earlier this 
week that he was 
talking with the 
federal govern- 
ment about the 
funds, which he 
estimated at $5 
billion per capita. 
He said that he 
was also demand- 
ing from the fed- 
eral government 
that the provinces 


should be allowed 
to spend these 
funds as per their 
requirement and 
all the conditions 
related to them 


should be re- 
moved. 

Municipal  Af- 
fairs Minister 


Steve Clark said 
Tuesday that “no 
province, no terri- 
tory, has put a 
final amount on 
their municipal 
support,” and that 
negotiations were 
ongoing. 

While the 
province has been 
working on the 
frontlines keeping 
residents safe 
during the crisis, 
the situation has 
resulted in city 
services taking on 
additional — bur- 
dens, as local gov- 
ernments struggle 


to keep up with 
tens of millions in 
costs for city serv- 
ices, transit ex- 
penses and more. 

“Our residents 
cannot wait any 
longer,” a joint 
statement distrib- 
uted by the Large 


Urban Mayors 
Caucus of On- 
tario, Canadian 


Municipalities, 
Mayors and Re- 
gional Chairs of 
Ontario _ stated 
last week. “To 
protect municipal 
services, we need 
immediate 
provincial and 
federal support to 
cover lost revenue 
and additional 
costs caused by 


the COVID-19 cri- 
sis.” 
Should the 
funding not mate- 
rialize, says the 
group, that could 
mean increased 
property taxes or 
reduced city serv- 
ices, among other 
cutbacks, the 
statement read. 
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Ontario Drives Transformational Change to Support 
Racialized Students 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Following a year 
of consultation and 
community engage- 
ment by Ontario’s 
Ministry of Educa- 
tion, our govern- 
ment recently 
announced major 
changes to the edu- 
cation system that 
will support Black, 
Indigenous and 
racialized students. 

To that end, we 
are eliminating dis- 
cretionary suspen- 
sions for students in 
Junior Kinder- 
garten up to Grade 
3, beginning in the 
upcoming — school 
year, while main- 
taining suspensions 
for serious offences. 

Additionally, as of 
Sep. 2021, our gov- 
ernment will begin 
the process of end- 
ing early streaming 
into applied and ac- 
ademic courses, 
starting with the 
Grade 9 math cur- 
riculum. 


Every student — ir- 
respective of the 
colour of their skin, 
faith, heritage, and 
orientation — de- 
serves every oppor- 
tunity to succeed in 
the classroom, and 
these changes will 
help racialized stu- 
dents overcome the 
systemic racism and 
biases found in the 
education system. 

When it comes to 
suspensions, _ the 
numbers speak for 
themselves. In the 
Peel District School 
Board, for example, 
which is the largest 
school board in 
Dufferin—Caledon, 
Black students 
make up 10 per cent 
of the student popu- 
lation but represent 
22 per cent of the 
students receiving 
suspensions. 

Overall, suspen- 
sion rates of Junior 
Kindergarten __ to 
Grade 3. students 


have increased in 
recent years, and 43 
per cent of those 
suspended students 
were suspended in 
the “Other” infrac- 
tion category, 
meaning the deci- 
sion is usually based 
on the subjective 
discretion of the 
principal over is- 
sues such as per- 
ceived opposition to 
authority or code of 
conduct violations. 
Students must feel 
accepted in a dis- 
crimination-free 
classroom. For that 
reason, our govern- 
ment is strengthen- 
ing sanctions for 
behaviour and re- 
marks by staff that 
are of a racist na- 
ture, and we are ex- 
panding anti-racism 
and _ anti-discrimi- 
nation training for 


education staff, 
trustees and senior 
board staff. 


We know that a 


key component of a 
more equitable edu- 
cation system is 
having educators, 
staff and represen- 


tatives who are 
champions of 
achievement oppor- 


tunity for all stu- 
dents. 

This important 
work to combat 
racism within the 
educational system 
builds on our gov- 
ernment’s sweeping 
review and investi- 


gation of the Peel 
District School 
Board over allega- 
tions of racism. 

This year, we 
placed the board 
under supervision 
for non-financial 
reasons, which was 
a first in Ontario 
history. 

Our aim through- 
out all of our anti- 
racism work within 
the education sector 
is to unlock the full 
potential of every 


child. To ensure 
equal opportunity is 
a reality for all stu- 
dents that leads 
them to _ higher 
learning, better 
jobs, and more pos- 
itive futures. 

To learn more 
about our transfor- 
mational changes 
within the educa- 
tion sector, visit my 
website at sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call 
my office at 1-800- 
265-1603. 


Peel Region issues outdoor 


water use advisory 


Peel Region ad- 
vised residents 
and businesses 
earlier this week 
that, effective im- 
mediately, an 
outdoor water 
use advisory is 
now in place. 

The advisory is 
due to. unex- 
pected repairs at 
one of the Re- 
gion’s treatment 
facilities and is 
necessary to en- 
sure our water 
supply levels are 
maintained 
throughout the 
system. 

In a statement, 
the Region said it 
will continue to 
maintain the in- 
tegrity of our sys- 
tem throughout 
the duration of 
the advisory, 


which is expected 
to last through 
next week. Nor- 
mal outdoor 
water use prac- 
tices will be re- 
sumed as soon as 
possible. 

The outdoor 
water use advi- 
sory asks resi- 
dents and 
businesses to do 
the following: 

- Reduce all out- 
door watering. 
This includes wa- 
tering lawns, gar- 
dens and 
planters. Any res- 
idents or busi- 
nesses with 
automatic irriga- 
tion are being 
asked to shut sys- 
tems off. 

- Stop or reduce 
filling or topping 
up pools, hot 


tubs, ponds and 
decorative foun- 
tains. 

- Stop or reduce 
all exterior sur- 
face washing. 
Sweep away de- 
bris from drive- 
ways, walkways, 
and sidewalks. 

- Delay washing 
vehicles, includ- 
ing at car wash 
facilities. 

“This advisory 
is necessary to 
ensure our water 
supply levels are 
maintained 
throughout the 
system,” the Re- 
gion said in a 
statement Mon- 
day. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit wa- 
tersmartpeel.ca. 
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New campaign aims to raise $5 million for Osler 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The Osler Foun- 
dation has met its 
goal of raising $2.5 
million in support 
of Brampton host- 
pials, but more 
work must be 
done, the organiza- 
tion said this week 
as it unveiled a new 
fundraising cam- 


paign. 
The foundation 
said Monday that it 


has set out to raise 
an additional $2.5 
million through its 
long-running 


Health Care He- 
roes campaign to 
buy needed equip- 
ment for local hos- 
pitals, including 
Brampton Civic 
and Peel Memorial. 

“Osler's staff and 
doctors, our com- 
munity health care 
heroes, have been 
and will continue 
to help those in 
need during and 
after the COVID-19 
epidemic,” said 
Ken Mayhew, pres- 
ident and CEO of 


the Osler Founda- 
tion, earlier this 
week. 

The health sys- 
tem, which an- 
nounced it was 
resuming elective 
surgeries late last 
month, is restoring 
normal operations 
in phases, and crit- 
ical equipment is 
also needed due to 
the demand cre- 
ated by this health 
crisis. 

"The reality is 
that 80 per cent of 


ARMOUR 


Insurance Brokers Ltd. 


the care we receive 
in our lifetime will 
be from our com- 
munity hospital," 
he said, indicating 
that the health sys- 
tem wants to en- 
sure that its 
doctors and staff 
have all the equip- 
ment they need for 
health care right 
now. 

A matching gift 
from Brampton- 
based Armour In- 
surance’ Brokers 
Ltd. will also play a 


huge part in the 
campaign - they 
announced on 
Monday that they 
would match new 
donations given by 
patrons, up to a 


maximum of 
$500,000. 

“We are going 
through the tough- 
est time in 100 
years,” said Ar- 
mour Insurance 
Brokers CEO 
Sukhdeep'_ Kang. 


“The only way our 
health system can 
survive is to have 
enough funds for 
equipment, educa- 
tion and facilities... 
when we need it, 
we all receive the 
best services from 
our hospitals. Our 
frontline workers 
have always been 
there for us—in- 
cluding in the face 
of life-threatening 


challenges like 
COVID-19. Our 
hospitals need 


funds, and we must 
support them. Con- 


tributing even a 
small amount will 
help to enhance the 
services for all of 
us.” 

More than 3,500 
donors contributed 
to the previous 
campaign, includ- 
ing matching gifts 
from Rogers Foun- 
dation chair 
Martha __ Roberts, 
Foundation board 
member Steve 
Robinson and Saj- 
jad Ebrahim. 

Residents can do- 
nate online by vis- 
iting the donation 
website at osler- 
foundation.org/cov 
idig9 or by calling 
(905) 863-2440. 

For those with 
extra PPE on hand, 
Osler is still accept- 
ing donations as 

art of their PPE 

rive. 

For more infor- 
mation on _ the 
drive, visit 
williamoslerhs.ca/ 
PPEDrive. 


Open Letter Regarding Mississauga Noise Bylaw 


The following let- 
ter was submitted 
to Peel Weekly 
News regarding a 
recent deputation 
by the Mississauga 
Residents Associa- 
tion Network (MI- 
R A NE T ) 
addressing __ pro- 
posed changes to 
the existing Noise 
Control By-law 
360-79 and Nui- 
sance Type Noise 
By-law 785-80. 

This letter has 
been edited for 
space. 

The report au- 
thored by City Staff 
in the Transporta- 
tion and Works de- 
partment shows 
that considerable ef- 
forts were under- 
taken to produce the 
final document, in- 
cluding a jurisdic- 
tional scan of 
similar Canadian 
cities as well as pub- 


lic consultation. We 
appreciate all the 
hard work that has 
been done by the 
City Staff. 

However, this doc- 
ument was released 
at close of business 
on Thursday, July 2, 
on what for most 
people was a long 
weekend. This cur- 
tailed the rights of 
the public to review 
any proposed 
changes to current 
legislation and pro- 
vide meaningful 
feedback to Mayor 
and Council. 

After MIRANET 
and members of the 


public voiced con- 
cerns Council 
agreed that not 


enough time was 
provided to conduct 
a thorough review. 
The roughly 72-page 
document was 
buried in the larger 
415-page agenda, 
making it difficult to 


find. 

The use of com- 
mon navigation 
tools linking the 


table of contents to 
the relevant section 
would have been 
helpful, allowing 
both Council and 
the public to use 
these documents 
more efficiently. 
The report as pre- 
sented was not con- 
ducive to a 
side-by-side com- 
parison between the 
current and_ pro- 
posed Noise _ By- 
laws. A spreadsheet 
tracking changes 
between the two 
would have been ex- 
tremely helpful. 
While the  pro- 
posed changes in- 
clude the 
introduction of deci- 
bel limits for a more 
objective approach, 
the lack of any sci- 
entific basis for 
these limits does 


nothing to enhance 
clarity, objectivity 
or transparency. 

These By-laws 
should be formu- 
lated in consultation 
with public health 
officials, | audiolo- 
gists and acoustical 
engineers (perhaps 
leveraging work al- 
ready done in re- 
sponse to noise 
complaints due to 
wind turbines). 

The distinction be- 
tween auditory sig- 
nals and amplified 
sound is moot if you 
are the receiving 
ear. 

A more meaning- 


ful distinction 
would be sound fre- 
quency, decibel 


level, duration of ex- 
posure, and threat 
to human health. 
Any potential noise 
sources should then 
be categorized 
based on where they 
fall on the audio fre- 


—o- 


quency spectrum. 

In some instances, 
the proposed By-law 
is more permissive 
than the current By- 
law. Why? 

The rationale be- 
hind this change has 
not been explained 
or justified. Why is 
that? 

Shifting the per- 
mitted times for au- 


ditory _ signalling 
and amplified sound 
from 7:00am- 


5:00pm to 9:00am- 
7:00pm moves the 
time frame from 
regular business 
hours to after hours, 
meaning a greater 
number of people 
will be affected by 
noise while in their 
homes. We have no 
issue with the cur- 
rent 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
for Monday to Fri- 
day, changing to 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. would 
also be acceptable. 
Why is Friday 


being treated like a 
weekend? Why is 


Saturday being 
treated like a week- 
day? 


As more people 
working from home 
becomes the new 
norm, they will be 
experiencing more 
noise over a longer 
period of time. The 
importance of these 
impacts on health 


and __ productivity 
cannot be mini- 
mized. 


Changing the per- 
missible time peri- 
ods will have 
significant health 
impacts on_ those 
who need their sleep 
during the day, af- 
ternoon or evening; 
such as shift work- 
ers, the elderly, the 
ill and infirm, and 
the very young. 

- Mississauga 
Residents' Associa- 
tion Network (MI- 
RANET) 


PEEL 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 


The Brampton 
Beast announced 
Wednesday __ that 
they have re-signed 
defenceman Bren- 
den Miller to an SPC 
for the 2020-21 sea- 
son. 

Miller, 26, is com- 
ing off of a fantastic 
year for the Beast 
that saw him suit up 
in 59 games. He 
scored five goals 
and had 26 assists 
for 31 total points. 

The Orangeville 
native also accumu- 
lated 77 penalty 
minutes and led the 
Beast with a +22 
rating. 

Prior to Bramp- 
ton, Miller had seen 
ECHL action with a 
trio of clubs includ- 
ing the Manchester 
Monarchs, Florida 
Everblades and Or- 
lando Solar Bears. 

He has also spent 
time abroad in Eu- 
rope and has gotten 
into games. with 
Torpedo _ Ust-Ka- 
menogorsk of the 
VHL, HC Banska 
Bystrica of Slovakia 
and Tingsryds AIF 
in the Allsvenskan 
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in Sweden. The 
feisty defenseman 
also has two Ameri- 
can Hockey League 
games under his 
belt with the 
Toronto Marlies and 
scored a goal over 
that span. 

Prior to making 
his way into the pro- 
fessional side of 
hockey, Miller 
starred in the On- 
tario Hockey League 
and played with 
both the Brampton 
and North Bay Bat- 
talion. 

The bruising blue- 
liner wore an “A” in 
his final OHL sea- 
son in 2014-15. 

Miller is one of 
several returning 
players to the Beast 
for the ECHL’s 
modified 2020-21 
season - see the fol- 
lowing pages for 
some questions and 
answers from the 
returning team 
members! 

Memberships for 
the upcoming 2020- 
21 season are now 
on sale - call (905) 
564-1684 for more 
information! 
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Veteran defenceman returns to Beast 
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Muslimfest moves to drive-in/virtual format 


by Alex Gregory 


One of Missis- 
sauga's biggest 
festivals is 
changing gears 
this year, transi- 
tioning to an on- 
line and 
"drive-in" expe- 
rience for ex- 
cited fans. 

Residents can 
celebrate the 
best in Muslim 
culture this 
weekend, as the 
17th annual 
MuslimFest ar- 
rives with a 
modified format 
that will allow 
families to enjoy 
the festival from 
home or through 
a unique "drive- 
thru" experience 
that will include 


a viewing party 
of the ee 
erformances, 
ood and more. 
Previously held 
at Celebration 
Square, the for- 
mat has been 
changed due to 
the ongoing re- 
strictions on 
large public 
gatherings. 
Instead of a 
large festival, 
the organizers 
will bring an as- 
sortment of ex- 
hibitors-, 
comedians and 
food options to 
the Islamic Cen- 
tre of Canada 
(ISNA) Missis- 
sauga location 
on South Sheri- 


dan Way. "Our 
top-most prior- 
ity has always 
been the safety 
of our attendees, 
volunteers, and 
partners," _—_or- 
ganizers said in 
a statement ear- 
lier this summer, 
noting that the 
decision to can- 
cel the regular 
festival was 
made in consul- 
tation with the 
city and Public 
Health Ontario. 
"Knowing that 
many of you 
were looking for- 
ward to another 
exciting, fun, 
and memorable 
MuslimFest this 
year, why not 


bring the festival 
to you!" 

A modified vir- 
tual schedule of 

erformances, 
amily activities, 
comedy acts, 
film ea 
and more will 
run on the Mus- 
limfest social 


p a e 
(facebook.com/ 
MuslimFest/live 
) and Youtube, 
including live 
erformances 
rom notable 
acts. including 
Xulf Ali, Mus- 
taqeem, Amal 
Kassir, Missis- 
sauga speaker 
Hassan Wadi, 
quartet Inteam, 
Yahya Hawwa 


and many more. 

The "drive- 
thru" experience 
will also take 
place at ISNA 
Canada (2200 
South Sheridan 
Way), beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. Sat- 
urday. Registra- 
tion is 
mandatory for 
the event, which 
will see a limited 
number of atten- 
dees able to 
watch the online 
performances in 
a "drive-in" set- 
ting with a big 
screen, with per- 
formances _in- 
cluding Jae 
Deen, TheSoul- 
fulPoet, Boonaa 
Mohammed and 


many others. 
Sunday 
"drive-in"  pro- 
gram will also be 
available for in- 
terested partici- 
pants unable to 
register for the 
Saturday night 
schedule. The 
event begins at 
5:30 p.m. - ad- 
mission is also 
mandatory _ for 
the event, which 
requires partici- 
pants to adhere 
to all COVID-19 
safety protocols. 
Admission is 
free for the 
event. For more 
information, 
visit muslim- 
fest.com. 


Virtual Activities for Older Adults Push Away the Isolation Blues 


Gail and Marg 
are regulars at 
the Mississauga 
Seniors’ Centre, 
but when the 
COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic caused fa- 
cilities to close, 
they were feeling 
isolated. 

Within days of 
the centre being 
closed, the City 
of Mississauga 
set up virtual 
classes and they 
eagerly ventured 
into the virtual 
world. 

“IT love being 
able to join in 
four or five days 
a week, greeting 
old friends and 
meeting new 
ones,” said Gail. 
“Knowing I can 
do something 
each day _ has 
helped mentally, 
physically and 
emotionally dur- 


ing this uncer- 
tain time.” 

“Before COVID- 
19, I was busy 
with activities at 
the Mississauga 
Seniors’ Centre,” 
said Marg. 
“When COVID- 
19 hit, there was 
no substitute 
until the virtual 
sessions started. 
What a lifesaver 
being able to see 
and hear real 
people, some fa- 
miliar and some 
new.” 

If you are an 
older adult like 
Gail or Marg, ex- 
periencing isola- 
tion or simply 
missing the so- 
cial interactions 
you had before 
COVID-19, the 
city’s recreation 
team have devel- 
oped a_ weekly 
calendar of activ- 


ities for older 
adults who are 
Sot. ay 

The activities 


are designed to 
offer opportuni- 
ties to chat, learn 
something new, 
and try different 
fitness classes to 
get some move- 
ment into your 


day. 

Residents who 
don’t have a 
computer or 


tablet can also 
phone-in to par- 
ticipate. 

“Over the last 
few months, we 
have talked, 
laughed and 
learned about a 
variety of inter- 
esting and fun 
topics and it’s as 
easy as one, two 
and three to take 
part,” said Gail. 
“Please join us 
anytime; you will 


be glad you did.” 

The activities 
include yarn 
crafting, “Coffee 
Talk”, fitness 
breaks, “Hot 


Topics” and 
much more! 


Seniors can 
participate by 
downloading 
WebEx and 
Zoom, and regis- 
tering on_ the 
Mississauga.ca/r 
ecreation stay 
home stay active 
page. 


“The variety of 
sessions covered 
includes the local 
response to the 
pandemic 
through discus- 
sions with local 
councillors, a 
member of par- 
liament; as well 
as how to contact 
Mississauga’s 
virtual library 
and historic 


—o- 


homes to name a 
few,” said Marg. 
“It’s been lots of 
fun with the oc- 
casional 


trivia 


game, conversa- 
tions, and of 
course, the fit- 
ness classes. 
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Citizens urged to follow rules 
at parks, says city 


Summer has offi- 
cially arrived in 
Mississauga. With 
the warm weather 
and park amenities 
slowly reopening, 
it’s important that 
residents continue 
to work together to 
protect the city’s 
green spaces and 
parks. 

Parks are shared 
community spaces, 
so everyone needs 
to do their part and 
be courteous and re- 
spectful when using 
them. 

Here are a few 
ways your actions 
can help keep parks 
and trails enjoyable 
for everyone: 

Throw your trash 
out: Litter doesn’t 
belong on the 
ground. Throw your 
garbage, dog waste, 
recycling, dispos- 
able masks and 
gloves in the appro- 
priate bins — black 
bin for waste, blue 
bin for recycling. 
You can put your 
dog waste in the 
waste container or 
the green dog waste 
container if your 
local park has one. 


If the bin is full, 
please take it with 
you to throw out at 
home. 

Illegal dumping 
has spiked in Mis- 
sissauga, especially 
in the parks with the 
onset of COVID-19. 

Please don’t dump 
household waste, bi- 
cycles, construction 
materials or furni- 
ture in the parks. If 
you encounter ille- 
gally-dumped 
waste, or full waste 
bins, report it to 311 
or call (905) 615- 
4311 outside city 
limits. 

Leave wildlife and 
nature alone: It 
might be tempting 
to feed the wild ani- 
mals at the park like 
the ducks, squirrels 
or chipmunks; how- 
ever, doing this can 
disrupt their natural 
foraging behaviors 
and make them sick. 

Feeding wild ani- 
mals can also make 
them dependant on 
humans and it can 
potentially make 
them more aggres- 
sive towards hu- 
mans. It’s best to 
leave wildlife alone, 


especially since 
feeding wildlife is 
prohibited under 
the Animal Care and 
Control By-law. 

Additionally, you 
can respect your en- 
vironment including 
plants or trees in the 
park by not picking 
flowers from the 
plants or bark from 
the trees. 

Stay on the trails 
and keep your furry 
friends leashed: If 
you're at a park, stay 
on the trails and 
don’t make your 
own path through 
the wooded areas. 
This keeps you safe 
from wildlife and 
keeps wildlife habi- 
tats and natural en- 
vironments intact. 

Remember, dogs 
must be kept on 
leashes while at the 
park or on a trail 
unless you’re in a 


leash-free zone. 
Mississauga has 
eight leash-free 


zones where your 
four-legged friends 
can roam free. It’s 
important that you 
always pick up after 
your dog. 
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#ApartTogether: Stories of 
COVID-19 in Mississauga 


Mississauga, like the world 
around us, has been hit hard 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Mississauga Arts Council, 
Heritage Mississauga, Mis- 
sissauga Writers Group and 
Peel Weekly News have all 
joined together to start up a 
new writing contest this 


summer! 


So often when something 
major happens, we write 
about it later or never. Now 
is the time to write about 
how people in Mississauga 
are surviving the pandemic. 

In 500 words, tell us your 
story. Make it part of our 
history. Select stories will 
be published in Peel Weekly 


prizes! 


News, saved in the archives 
of Heritage Mississauga and 
eligible for 


three cash 


Mississauga Arts Council 
is offering three prizes; ist 
place $250, 2nd place $150, 
and 3rd place $100. 

Mississauga 


Writers 


Group is producing their an- 


your 


com. 


nual anthology where your 
story could be published for 
everyone to see. 

Peel Weekly News will be 
featuring these stories dur- 
ing the month of July. 

Share your history. Send 


story to 


newsdesk@peeldailynews. 


Life Tips with Life Coach Sam Jasso 


Q) Dear Sam, it 
always seems like 
my daughter is ig- 
noring me! How do 
I make her listen to 
me? How do I talk 


to my _ teenage 
daughter? Please 
help! 


A) Children grow 


up. When they are 
kids, they will be 
doting you. They 
will demand your 
attention, behave 
like a puppy and 
take your help in 
all walks of Nife 
whether it is 
homework, studies 
or recreation. 


They will contin- 
uously talk with 
you, share their 
best secrets, long 
for your presence, 
and look upon you 
for each and every- 
thing. 

This is metamor- 
phosis, my friend. 
Your daughter is 
not ignoring you, 
but she is trying to 
manage herself. 
She is growing up. 
You need to under- 
stand this stage in 


her learning/grow- 
ing cycle. 
However, your 


situation now be- 
comes that of a ‘cat 
on the wall’. You 
can neither detach 


yourself com- 
pletely, nor you 
should fell neg- 
lected. 


Stay at a distance 
and give her an as- 
surance that you 
are ‘around the 
corner’, whenever 
she needs you. 
This is critical to 
her. 

Remember 
friend, ‘expecta- 
tions reduce the 
joy. You need to 
start reducing your 
expectations and 
give her a healthy 
growth phase. 

Also, the most 
important thing to 
do when you want 
someone to listen 
to you, whether a 
teenage daughter 
or your boss, is to 
listen to them first! 

You would think 
that as a_ Life 
Coach, I do a lot of 
talking, but the 


—o- 


fact of the matter is 
that I actually do a 
lot of listening. 
You really have to 
be able to actively 
listen in order to 
effectively commu- 
nicate. 
The other big 
ee is that you 
ave to be able to 
listen without 
judgement. Now 
that’s a challenging 
one especially 
when it comes to 
those who are 
closet to us, specif- 
ically our children! 
Try not to gauge 
their experience 
against your own. 
Remember that 
your children 
aren’t an extension 
of you but rather 
they’re separate in- 
dividuals. 


There will always 
be challenges with 
teenagers, but 
they’re just like us 
and simply want to 
be heard. So, listen 
first and then talk. 
I’m confident that 
this will help your 
overall communi- 
cation with her and 
anyone else! Keep 
in mind that things 
won't change 
overnight but with 
this consistent ap- 
proach, it should 


get easier! 
It's my honour to 
serve you! Keep 


smiling! Keep safe! 


Submissions and 
questions may be 
sent via email to 
samjesso@yahoo.c 
om. 


by E.C. Munson 


So off they went, a father 
taking his young daughter 
along to his art classes, 
which is where Gail 
Backus, one of the artist 
members of Headwaters 
Arts, got her start. 

And she in turn contin- 
ued in that wonderful tra- 
dition of sharing her love 
of art and using it along 
the way in her first career, 
teaching. 

There were more than a 
few stepping stones along 
the way when she worked 
in the education field, one 
of which was the thrill of 
seeing one of her early 
pieces hung in the princi- 
pal’s office. She become an 
Art Specialist with her ac- 
ademic training and later 
used art as one of the tools 
for unlocking language 
when working with ESL 
students. 


Gail’s entrepreneurial 


spirit was also in full 
bloom when she applied 
for a grant through the 
Race Relations Depart- 
ment at the Toronto Board 
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of Education. 

Her ESL students were 
able to create their own 
books by dictating them in 
their own language, having 
them translated into Eng- 
lish, then illustrating the 
stories; Sometimes I Think 
About My Childhood and 
Vietnamese Fairy Tales. 

What a gloriously cre- 
ative approach for learning 
language and general en- 
richment with arts and 
culture! Gail is a Signature 
Member of the Toronto 
Watercolour Society and 
an elected member of the 
Colour and Form Socie 
and shows regularly wit 
them. 

She maintains strong ties 
and memberships with a 
number of arts and profes- 
sional organizations, 
shows regularly in south- 
ern Ontario, and sits on 
the board with Friends of 
the Museums of Missis- 
sauga. 

Her work as been juried 
into regional, provincial, 
and international shows. 


—e— 
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Thumbnail Sketches - Gail Backus 


Her artistic practice in- 
cludes working in acrylics, 
water colour, gouche and 
ink, and mixed media. Her 
style includes non-objec- 
tive and representational 
work. 

As well as meeting the 
criteria and standards of 
these prestigious groups, 
she continues to move to 
her own beat. In mid- 
2019, she launched her 
own line of clothing, Wear- 
able Art, available in the 
Rare Threads Gallery at 
Alton Mills Arts Centre in 
Alton or by consultation 
with her for any special 
projects. 

Various paintings have 
inspired the different arti- 
cles of clothing. For in- 
stance, pictured in her 
tank top, it derived from 
Beyond the Reach of 
Words, which was inspired 
by her experiences in 
Florida. A tunic top and 
scarf came from her piece, 
Entering. 

Both of these pieces were 
acrylics on yupo paper. 

Given her agile mind and 
ingenuity, Gail started 
making masks for family 
members during the pan- 
demic. Ever a fashion 
statement at the best of 
times, leave it to Gail 
Backus to turn a “de 
rigeur” mask into a trendy 
look! 

You can explore Gail’s 
website, gailbackus.com, 
and contact her at gail- 
backus@rogers.com. Bet- 
ter yet, you can ‘head for 
the hills’ and discover why 
Gail and so many other 
Headwaters Arts members 
are the ... Art Beat of Rural 
Ontario. 


Thumbnail Sketches is a 
regular feature by Connie 
Munson, Photographer, 
Artist, Writer, and editor 
of The Art Beat of Rural 
Ontario, the Headwaters 
Arts bi-monthly newslet- 
ter. The interviews with 
different members are ca- 
sual conversations that 
explore their current 
artistic practices along 
with the challenges and 
influences on their jour- 
ney. 


Mississauga Receives a 
“Tree-mendous” Award 


Mississauga an- 
nounced earlier 
this week that it 
has received the 
Tree Cities of the 
World designation 
from the Food and 
Agriculture — Or- 
ganization of the 
United Nations 
(FAO) and the 
Arbor Day Foun- 
dation. 

The city joins a 
number of inter- 
national cities that 
have taken steps 
toward investing 
in maintaining, 
preserving and 
creating robust 
and healthy city 
forests. 

“We are a City 
that values the en- 
vironment and the 
endless _ benefits 
trees provide to 
our community. 
Through receiving 
the Tree Cities of 
the World desig- 
nation, we've 
joined a_ global 
network of cities 
who are building a 
more resilient and 
sustainable city by 
creating a greener 
and healthier 
community that 
benefits  every- 
one,” said Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 
“Tt is a major pri- 


ority that we con- 


tinue to preserve 
and invest in the 
health and well- 
being of our trees, 
especially in our 
diverse forests, 
woodlots, parks, 
trails and boule- 
vards. Trees play a 
critical role in 
fighting climate 
change and mak- 
ing Mississauga a 
livable city by 
cleaning our air 
and water, provid- 
ing shade and 
beautifying the 
places we live and 
work in.” 

The city is 
among 10 Cana- 
dian municipali- 
ties to receive the 
designation. The 
City met five core 
standards in order 
to receive the des- 
ignation, which 
included — estab- 
lishing responsi- 
bility, setting 
rules, knowing 
what you have, al- 
locating resources 
and celebrating 
achievements. 

The interna- 
tional program 
celebrates cities 
across all conti- 
nents that meet 
core standards for 
the care and plan- 
ning of urban 
trees and forests. 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 

Every year, Mis- place $250, 2nd 
sissauga Writers place $150, and 3rd 
Group tends to find place $100. 
something new to Peel Weekly News 
sponsor. will be publishing 

I am the director some of the submis- 
of this group. Last sions in their pages. 
year, wehada youth Mississauga Writers 


writing contest and 
it turned out so 
good and our win- 
ners were amazing. 
A 13-year-old won 
the contest. 

This year, we are 
associated with 
Heritage  Missis- 
sauga, Mississauga 
Arts Council and 
Peel Weekly News 
in the #ApartTo- 
gether Stories of 
COVID-19 in Mis- 
sissauga. 

This is definitely a 
city project and 
what happens to us 
in the pandemic. 
We want everyone 
to write the history 
of our struggles dur- 
ing the pandemic. 

Heritage Missis- 
sauga will save the 
stories in their his- 
torical —_ archives. 
Mississauga Arts 
Council will pro- 
mote it on their 
website and is offer- 
ing prizes for the 
submissions. The 
three prizes are; 1st 


Group has a yearly 
anthology and they 
will be publishing 
the submissions in 
their Word Fest, 


Celebrating our 
Family, Friends and 
Neighbours. 


These are stories 
about our city, Mis- 
sissauga. We like 
the world have been 
hit by this pandemic 
and it forced us to 
shut down and iso- 
late. 

What did this do 
to you? How did it 
change your life? 
How did you see our 
beautiful city rise up 
and encourage us? 

Nothing stays the 
same, and so will 
what we do change 
also. So many lost 
their jobs and oth- 
ers have been forced 
to work from home. 

We learned to 
shop differently and 
have goods, food 
and groceries deliv- 
ered to our front 
door. It is No Con- 


—e— 


tact deliveries. 

Our region had a 
lot of COVID-19 pa- 
tients and_ also 
deaths. Did you 
know someone who 
died? How did you 
feel? 

It is important to 
write down your 
feelings and know 
that you will save 
that and how you 
felt for the rest of 
your life. So often 
how we feel and 
how we recover are 
lost in time, but you 
write it down and 
you know in time 
how you have recov- 
ered. 

So many closures 
of schools, malls, 
stores, libraries and 
community centres 
have happened. 
Youth have had it 
hard. School was 
different and they 
had to adapt to the 
new processes. Not 
everyone had the 
pe See to log in 

d be part of it. 

A lot of “lack” was 
shown during this 
time. Lack of care 
for our seniors, lack 
of resolution for 
workers, lack of 
medical equipment, 
medicines and 
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#ApartTogether - Stories of COVID-19 
In Mississauga Writing Contest 


masks, and so on. 
How do we resolve 
this? Once shown 
the lack, we can 
look at it differently 
and improve what 
we have. 

Neighbours — for 
years now we have 
lived with being in a 
shell of our cell 
phones and televi- 
sions. We lost the 
ability to talk to our 
neighbours. 

I have noticed 
more people help- 
ing others and 
doing things that 
bring joy to them. 
We have opened up 
in a different way 
but a good one. 

We also started to 
realize the invisible 
people who always 


were there working 
but were not that 
noticeable. 

Our front-line 
workers are now ap- 
preciated in a way 
they probably are 
shocked at. The po- 
lice, our army, our 
truckers, our deliv- 
ery people and store 
operators all are 
now being noticed 
as Important. What 
a wonderful thing to 
be grateful for the 
ones who were al- 
ways there. We 
can’t do it alone. 

So, what in your 
world made you no- 
tice a difference? 
Look around and 
see it. Write about 
it. 


Mississauga is our 
city and we can ap- 
preciate the beauti- 
ful pathways and 
sites here. So many 
times, I look out my 
patio doors and see 
people walking or 
biking along the 
paths. I don’t re- 
member when there 
were so many. 

It is time to appre- 
ciate our city and let 
people know about 
it — not just today 
but the tomorrows 
to come. 

Give us your part. 
There is a 500-word 
limit and the dead- 
line is Aug. 31. Sub- 
mit your writing to 
newsdesk @peeldai- 
lynews.com. 


From two separate 


natural references 


don and _ glorious 


A Buzzworthy Mix In New Headwaters Arts Exhibit 


shows, In the MIX! 
and ‘What’s the 
BUZZ?, that were a 
virtual hit for on- 
line viewers, several 
member artists are 
now showcased in A 
BUZZworthy MIX!, 
a dynamic compos- 
ite show that will be 
hanging in the re- 


cently re-opened 
Headwaters Arts 
Gallery. 


This multi-faceted 
exhibit, which runs 
through Aug. 9, 
showcases. vibrant 
mixed-media pieces 
with a palpable cre- 
ative energy. From 


to the alchemy of 
the unknown, this 
buzzworthy show 
inspires all of us to 
step back and take a 
deeper look. 

With a myriad of 
styles and media, 
these unique pieces 
of sculpture, artfully 
repurposed = furni- 
ture, objects, and ar- 
tifacts have melded 
with magnificent 
two-dimensional 
graphic art for a joy- 
ous celebration of 
sumptuous colour, 
shape, and form. 

Enjoy a jaunt up 
into the hills of Cale- 


Headwaters Region 
and do come by to 
view A BUZZworthy 
MIX! 

The gallery will be 
open Wednesday — 
Sunday and all holi- 
day Mondays from 
10 am. —- 5 p.m 
with ample free 
parking and free ad- 
mission. 

All social distanc- 
ing practices and 
protocols are posted 
at the entrances to 
the building, each 
gallery, and studios. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit headwa- 
tersarts.com. 


ies 
source For Local News Storie 
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Focus on Film Forum - 


Canadian Movies Are, 
And Can Be, Top Quality 


by Joseph A. Monachino 


“I'm going to 
give you a night 
to remember! — 
Porky’s (1982) 


When it comes to 
box offices grosses, 
US. produced 
movies cream all 
other countries. 

It is to be noted that 
Chinese produced 
movies — in that 
country, at least — 
may even overtake 
US. produced 
movies in terms of 
box office gross. 

Canadian produced 
movies total one per 
cent or less of total 
annual box office 
grosses in this coun- 
try. That being said, 
this tepid gross figure 
does not necessarily 
mean that all U.S. 
produced movies are 
always better in qual- 
ity than Canadian, or 
for that matter, other 
countries that release 
major theatrical 
films. 

Out of all the 
movies I have seen in 
my life, there are five 
Canadian-made 
movies that are my 
all-time favourite 


ones. They are as fol- 
lows: 

1) Who Has Seen 
the Wind? (1977) 


2) Water (2006) 

3) Porky’s (1982) 

4) Black Christmas 
(1974) 

5) Bon Cop, Bad 
Cop (2005) 

These five films are 
by no means the only 
Canadian movies I 
have ever seen. They 
just happen to be the 
ones I like most. 

When it comes to 
movies (and T.V. 
shows for that mat- 
ter), quality produc- 
tions come down to 
how the talent pro- 
ducing it comes to- 
gether to make an 
exceptional film. 

I feel that my list 
contains films that 
can be popular with 
audiences of any na- 
tionality. They come 
in various genres, so 
I show an eclectic 
mix of genres of 
movies I normally 
watch and enjoy. 

Canada Day, July 1, 
is a day to celebrate 
all things Canadian. 
In that spirit, al- 
though belated, I, as 
a movie buff, am 
writing this article to 
“wrap our flag” 
around some of the 
best films this coun- 
try has ever pro- 
duced. 

This list may not 
necessarily _ reflect 
that of which are the 
all-time best Cana- 


dian made films. But, 
my aim is to have 
readers consider 
quality productions 
when choosing a 
Canadian film to 
stream when getting 
together with friends 
or loved ones for a 
movie night. 

As more studios are 
being built in Canada 
— in particular the 
Greater Toronto Area 
— I am hoping that 
more Canadian born 
artists, from actors to 
directors to writers, 
etc., will step forward 
and keep making 
quality productions 
that will receive criti- 
cal and box office 
success. 

Canadians can be 
proud of carrying the 
torch for what has 
been produced in the 
past, and that torch 
can be passed on to 
future generations. 

Readers of this arti- 
cle should sit down 
and take the time to 
make a list of their 
favourite Canadian 
movies. You might be 
surprised that your 
list is one that shows 
that quality film pro- 
ductions have no 
confined border. 

You can reach me 
by emailing filmfo- 
cuspeel@gmail.com. 
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New Framework Aims To Keep 
Pedestrians and Cycllists Moving Safely 


Mississauga has announced 
that it will be moving forward 
with an Active Transporta- 
tion COVID-19 Recovery 
Framework, following ap- 
proval of a report that was 
brought to Council last week. 

Starting this summer, the 
city will introduce more 
short-term and long-term ac- 
tive transportation options 
for cyclists and pedestrians 
that allow for safe physical 
distancing. 

Residents can look forward 
to quiet streets that limit ve- 
hicle traffic, temporary road 
closures that provide more 
space for cyclists and pedes- 
trians and 17.9 km of new 
separated and on-road bike 
lanes that will be installed by 
the end of the year. 

“Our efforts continue to 
build cities for people and 
ensure our residents can con- 
tinue to travel safely and 
comfortably around our city 
while respecting physical dis- 
tancing,” said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie after the framework 
was approved. “It’s especially 
important now that we are in 
Stage 2 and are further re- 
opening our economy that we 
provide residents with more 
ways to move.” 

During the pandemic, com- 
munities within the city have 
seen cycling increase by as 
much as 60 per cent, said 
Crombie. 

“This framework responds 
to those needs and will work 
to provide our residents with 
more options to_ travel 
around our City comfortably 
while providing relief for our 
busy sidewalks, multi-use 
trails and enhancing access 
to local amenities.” 

Throughout the spring, the 
City installed temporary ac- 
tive transportation lanes in 
Wards 4, 7 and 9 to give local 
pedestrians and cyclists more 
space to practise physical dis- 
tancing. The framework al- 
lows for the introduction of 
more short-term options in 
the form of temporary road 
closures and quiet streets. 
Temporary road closures will 
help reduce crowding in Mis- 
sissauga hotspots, particu- 
larly on weekends. 

Quiet streets, which tem- 
porarily limit vehicle traffic 
to local traffic only, will pro- 
vide more space for cyclists, 


walkers and runners to safely 
and comfortably use the 
road. 

Based on data from Peel 
Public Health and the City’s 
transportation planning 
teams, locations for the proj- 
ects outlined in the frame- 
work have been selected 
using criteria that includes: 
population density, vehicle 
ownership per household, 
commute distances and po- 
tential risk of COVID-19 ex- 
posure. 

Locations were also chosen 
to help fill gaps in Missis- 
sauga’s existing cycling net- 
work. 

In addition to consulting 
Peel Public Health, several 
key City strategic initiatives 
support the rapid expansion 
of the cycling network in 
Mississauga, including the 
Cycling Master Plan, the Cli- 
mate Change Action Plan, the 
Transportation Master Plan 
and Vision Zero. The Missis- 
sauga Cycling Advisory Com- 
mittee was also consulted in 
the development of the 
framework. 

“Staff from across the or- 
ganization have listened to 
residents and we recognize 
the immediate need for more 
options to travel safely by 
bike or foot, in both the long- 
term and the short-term,” 
said Helen Noehammer, Di- 
rector, Infrastructure Plan- 
ning and_ Engineering 
Services. “We’re reprioritiz- 
ing our work plans and using 
relatively simple materials, 
available budget and existing 
contracts in order to acceler- 
ate this work.” 

No new funding is required 
for the projects identified in 
the framework. Estimated to 
cost $1.3 million, budget for 
the projects will come from 
existing funding sources, 
with $830,000 coming from 
the Federal Gas Tax Reserve 
Fund and $470,000 coming 
from the Development 
Charges Reserve Fund. 

Noehammer added, “The 
installation of additional cy- 
cling infrastructure will lead 
to operational impacts. We’re 
continuing to finalize what 
dedicated year-round main- 
tenance of this infrastructure 
will look like, especially in 
the spring and winter.” 
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Canada - We Are a Family 


by Savithri Duddu 


“Looks like a 
long flight,” said 
the immigration 


officer stamping 
my study permit. 
His English was 
familiarly unfa- 
miliar and made 
me go numb. Po- 
litely, 


I smiled, 


greeted him with 
a thank you, 
checked my pa- 
pers and stepped 
out to collect my 
luggage from Belt 
No. 3, Vancouver 
International Air- 
port, in the winter 
of 2015. 


I left my family, 
friends, career to 
fulfill my dreams 
of abroad living 
and better 
prospects for life. 

Little did I real- 
ize the hurdles, 
challenges and 
beautiful times 


ahead. As_ I 
started to live in 
Kamloops, British 
Columbia, I 
recognised __ the 
cultural similari- 
ties from my 
home country, 
and emphasis on 
community living. 

Study had _ its 
tests, that  in- 
cluded the project 
work with diverse 
class mates, dead- 
lines, part time 
working and 
learning ot. 

artying in style 
with, fieade bat 
split the bills. 

I graduated, 
moved to Missis- 
sauga and started 
to work. Life was 
shaping up with 
Excel spread- 
sheets, clients, 
customers and 
connections. 

Understanding 
how different 
everyone around 
me was by origin, 
yet similar in 


compassion, are 
all the thoughts 
every day, and 
this was the mo- 
ment I felt my lik- 
ing for Canada as 
a country had 
reached a peak. 

Now, here I am 
waiting to receive 
my residency sta- 
tus. 

New vocabulary 
joined my familiar 


English, taking 
me closer to peo- 
ple, eh! 


I have a freedom 
to be myself, and 
while it seemed as 
no one cared 
about me, I real- 
ized that everyone 
understands me. 

Four years 
passed by, with 
memories of trav- 
els in the East and 
West parts of 
Canada. 

Extreme _-win- 
ters, the Rocky 
Mountains, na- 
tional parks, trail 
walks, pancakes 


with maple syrup, 
poutine and Bliz- 
zards added life to 
the times. 

Every now and 
then, I do become 
gloomy because I 
miss my home- 
town, but nothing 
comes easy, and 
everything that’s 
tough is not im- 
printed for long. 

With the sup- 
port of new found 
friends and fam- 
ily, here I am 
moving on to find 
new assignments 
and as I am figur- 
ing my feelings for 
Canada, there’s a 
beep on_ the 
phone. 

The immigration 
office(r) sent an 
email inviting me 
to apply for resi- 
dency, and said an 
acceptance was all 
I needed, 

Dear Canada, we 


are a family. 
Happy Canada 
Day. Cheers! 


My Canada - You Are The Heart of Us 


by Denise Neuhaus 

Canada, I 
choose YOU! 

As my refuge, 
despite the 
hardships and 
racism, 


struggles and 
losses we bore, 
the insecurities 
we faced, 

your hand of 
welcome never 
wavered. 

As my Fort, in 
the stormy seas 


of challenges 
that surrounded 
us, 


threatened to 
tear us down, 
but through it 
all, 

we were able 
to build our 
home, find jobs, 


and go to school 

so we could 
allay any igno- 
rance, 

put down 
roots and make 
a place for our- 
selves here. 

As my light- 
house, in the 
heavy misfor- 
tunes that blew 
up around the 
world, 

disasters 
throughout our 
universe that 
seemed to gain 
strength in de- 
struction. 

Though hatred 
and violence, 
anger and nega- 
tivity were all 
about us, 


you allowed 
me to see the 
beauty in our 
shared land and 
all its people, 

to have respect 
for the history 
and all that our 
country stands 
for 

and to in turn, 
pay it forward— 
the life that 
you've given us, 

to grow, dis- 
cover and expe- 
rience the True 
North Strong 
and Free 

all the days of 
our lives. 

God Bless you 
and keep you 
strong 

for we need 


you in the com- 
ing days to 


stand fast, 
to hold us up 
have 
all 


and_ to 
faith in 


being right 
again. 

You are the 
heart of us, 
Canada! 

You are the 


feeling of home, 
what home 
means to me 

And always 
will be! 
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Brampton festival goes all-digital with 100 artists 


Superstars 
Navraj Hans, He- 
mant Brijwasi and 
Bollywood Sensa- 
tion Bhoomi 
Trivedi are among 
the performers 
taking part in a 
new digital presen- 
tation of a Bramp- 
ton festival next 
week. 

The artists will be 
performing at the 
prestigious Vibrant 
Brampton festival, 
which will be pre- 
sented in a unique 
digital format this 
year. 

Spread over 7 
days in July and 
August, the festival 
will feature over 
100 artists and 
showcase local tal- 
ent and interna- 


tional artists, 
including Raghav, 
Parichay, Aaman 


Trikha, Sreerama 
Chandra and Kin- 
jal Chatterjee. 

The annual event 
is presented by the 
Arts & Culture Ini- 


tiative of South 
Asia (ACISA), a 
non-profit organi- 
zation that began 
its journey a few 
years ago and was 
Initiated with a 
mandate to show- 
case the culture 
and diversity of our 
country. 

"The sounds and 
sights of the vari- 
ous artists will 
present a diverse 
sound, providing 
artists from vari- 
ous genres to come 
forward with their 
art including 
music, dance and 
culture," says 
Sandeep Prab- 
hakar, co-founder 
of ACISA. “Under 
the Vibrant 
Brampton banner, 
a spectacle of cele- 
bration will bring 
the best of South 
Asian arts, culture 
and heritage." 

The festival's 
focus is to promote 
local talent and en- 
courage and fea- 


ture renowned 
artists from 
Canada, India, 


Pakistan, Europe 
and the U.K and 
will be broadcast 
on July 21, 22, 28 
and 29 and Aug. 5, 
6 and 11. 

"This arts festival 
will provide artists 
the opportunity to 
connect, create and 
communicate a 
whole new array of 
art in different 
forms, with each 
artist bringing 
their best to thou- 
sands of people 
across the globe," 
said Ricky Bajaj, 
president and co- 
founder of the fes- 
tival. " The 
audience will expe- 
rience varied art 
forms, whether it is 
Bhangra beats or 
Bollywood dance 
moves or an as- 
sortment of other 
art forms emerging 
from the roots of 
the South Asian 
continent." 


The presenting 
dponsor of the 
event is National 
Bank. "National 
Bank has always 
been committed to 
contributing to the 
cultural vitality of 
the communities it 
serves, even during 
uncertain times 
like these. Vibrant 
Brampton is a 


great opportunity 
to immerse your- 
self in South Asian 
culture, discover 
new artists and see 
them inaction. 
Enjoy the festival!" 
said Nejib Ranni, 
the regional vice 
president - per- 
sonal banking, 
GTA Central and 
East, for the bank. 


The festival will 
air live on face- 
book.com/vibrant- 
bramptonfest 
every Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 
July 21 to Aug. 11, 
from 7:30 to 10:30 


pm. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit 
acisa.ca. 


Limited patron access begins at Caledon libraries 


Three library 
branches in the 
Caledon area will 
offer contactless 
pickup options and 
drop box usage, 


Caledon Public Li- 
brary announced 


Tuesday. “We are 
excited to  an- 
nounce the reopen- 
ing of our branches 
in a staged and 
careful way to 
make sure that we 
can safely provide 


access at a time 
when library serv- 
ice is more impor- 
tant than ever,” 
says Colleen Lipp, 
CPL CEO and Chief 
Librarian. 

In alignment with 


Stage 2 of the 
Province’s plan for 
reopening Ontario, 
branch access will 
be limited to those 
retrieving holds or 
making use of li- 
brary computer 


stations and visi- 
tors will be unable 
to browse the 
shelves. 

Strict ayer | 
limits at  eac 
branch will be en- 
forced. Computer 
access will be avail- 
able on a first come 
first served basis 
for a maximum of 
30 minutes per 
day. 
“Residents are 
encouraged to plan 
their library visits 
with these condi- 
tions in mind. Un- 
fortunately, not all 
of our branches are 
well suited to this 
type of access,” 
says Lipp. 

The library sys- 
tem is currently of- 
fering limited 
patron access only 
at the Albion 


Bolton, Alton and 
Caledon East 
branches. 


CPL said in a 
statement that it 
will continue to 
provide contactless 
holds pickup at the 
Caledon Village 
and Margaret 
Dunn Valleywood 
locations. 

The hours of serv- 
ice at all five 
branches will open 
on Tuesdays from 
12 - 4 pm., 
Wednesdays from 
10 am. — 2 p.m., 
Thursdays from 4 — 
8 p.m., Fridays 
from 12 — 4 p.m. 
and Saturdays 
from 10 am — 2 


p.m. 

Full details of all 
the safety precau- 
tions and protocols 
that CPL have in 
place can be found 
by visiting the li- 
brary website at 
caledon.library.on. 
ca. 
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Wired And Hung... But Not “Hung Out to Dry”! 


by E.C. Munson 


While it might 
sound a bit like ’'m 
all strung out about 
getting wired and 
hung, what that jar- 
gon really means is I 
now have several art 
photography pieces 
ready to be hung in 
exhibits. 

For many people 
getting a fantastic 
picture to enjoy with 
family, friends, or 
even just for them- 
selves, is sufficient 
satisfaction. 

Then there are the 
rest of us who really, 
really want to share 
that joy, the inspira- 
tion, or are curious if 
what we saw and felt 
can be communi- 
cated to others. 

This is an inside 
look at what I’ve 
been experiencing 
and watching other 
creatives go through 
with their photogra- 


phy or art when they 
want to exhibit 
pieces. 


The many steps in 
a process that follow 
that amazing shot or 
capture you get are 
hard to imagine until 
you have’ gone 
through that process 
a few times. 

From submission 
deadlines with prop- 
erly sized jpegs and 
artist statements or 
bios, to drop off and 
pick up dates, and 
then the all- impor- 
tant opening recep- 
tions, there are a lot 
of details between 
your _ inspiration, 
that click of the shut- 
ter, and sharing your 
work with a wider 
audience. 

In my mind, I think 
of it as ‘bricks and 
mortar’, as I need 
places with walls to 
hang the pieces that 
have been printed or 
rendered, some in 
response to particu- 
lar themed exhibits 
and others to please 
my sensibilities. 

None of those art- 
ful shots do any good 
stacked in my living 
room, basement, or 
in my hallways, al- 
though I do enjoy 
hanging different 
poe in my home 

etween any of their 


showings. 

Hence, I _ have 
joined close to a 
baker’s dozen of arts 
organizations. And 
so now, soon to start 
my third year on the 
circuit of different 
shows and exhibits, I 
am weighing differ- 
ent options. 

For the first quar- 
ter of 2020, there 
were 30 pieces of my 
artful photography 
in ten different ven- 
ues. They ranged 
from hanging in the 
Georgetown Mayor’s 
Showcase, to a well- 
used and_ licensed 
café on the edges of a 
suburban neigh- 
bourhood, the Duf- 
ferin Board of Trade 
office, three different 
offices of health care 
practitioners, a 
gallery case in a large 
shopping mall, a li- 
brary, Beaux Arts 
Gallery, a boutique 
gallery in downtown 
Brampton, and in 
the L.A.O.’s In-Cam- 
era Dining Room at 
Queen’s Park. 

So far, despite the 
variety of the venues, 
they all accom- 
plished the same 
goal — getting my 
work out there, or 
having exposure, a 


frequently used 
phrase. 

As we now are just 
past the second 


quarter of the year 
and into the reopen- 
ing of a number of 
facilities, I am taking 
stock of the situa- 
tion. A number of 
these places are still 
closed to the public 
or open with limita- 
tions on access. 
Currently my work 
remains hanging in 
nine of these places 
with three of the or- 
ganizations or loca- 
tions having actually 
sold a number of 
pieces at some point 
in time. And it is this 
last thing of selling 
what I see, feel, and 
experience behind 
the camera, that I 
am now trying to 
better understand. 
This, of course, has 
led me to several 
other important 
questions. 


While having expo- 
sure in these various 
places does widen 
the audience of who 
can see, appreciate, 
enjoy and potentially 
want your work in 
their home or office, 
what is it that tips 
the balance for 
somebody to actually 
purchase a piece of 
art or photography? 

Does my learning 
to target particular 
venues for the audi- 
ences they serve also 
need to be a consid- 
eration? 

I can weigh the 
amount of time and 
expense of partici- 
pating in certain ex- 
hibits and festivals, 
which then leads to 
when and_ where 
does the exposure 
gained start to mean 
less, and should I 
then decide to forego 
some of the upcom- 
ing shows? And fi- 
nally, what is the 
best use or mix of so- 
cial media to support 
an artist or photog- 
rapher’s efforts on 
the show, gallery ex- 
hibits, or festival cir- 
cuits? 

So while it is true 
that the devil is in 
those myriad of de- 
tails prior to exhibit- 
ing, I’ve been 
learning it is worth it 
to share your pieces, 
and to also listen to 
what show goers say. 

You need to en- 
thuse and exclaim 
over their pictures, 
which they  in- 
evitably want to 
show you on their 
cell phones, and lis- 
ten to the stories of 
how their uncle or 
grandmother was an 
avid amateur artist 
or photographer. 

Usually when those 
initial © comments 
have been acknowl- 
edged and com- 
mented on, the 
conversation veers 
back to the work you 
have on_ exhibit. 
Then we can enjoy 
examining together 
the different aspects 
of it, which ranges 
from a visceral, ‘I 
don’t know why, I 
just love it!’, to inter- 
esting and longer 


discussions on com- 


position, lighting, 
and other technical 
details. 


Given that I have 
categorized and po- 
sitioned my body of 
work as Analogue 
Meets Digital, the 
different photo- 
graphic processes 
available today make 
for some interesting 
conversations. 

The general public 
has a growing so- 
phistication and ex- 
posure, pardon the 
pun, to what they 
can create with their 
own camera equip- 
ment, scanners, and 
printer technology. 

I found one gentle- 
man’s comments 
particularly poignant 
during a show. His 
father had been a 
passionate and pro- 
lific amateur photog- 
rapher, even 
carrying around his 
portable darkroom. 

As I too am pas- 
sionate about dark- 
room work, having 
built five of them 
over the years, we 
had a lively and en- 
joyable discussion. 

When that conver- 
sation subsided, he 
stepped back looking 
admiringly at my 
display. We had 


spent some time dis- 


—o- 


cussing one particu- 
lar piece printed on 
canvas, Foggy Portal, 
a dramatic shot of a 
local area well- 
known for spectacu- 
lar views and 
frequent bouts of 
heavy fog and mists. 

Shaking his head 
and looking up again 
at that piece, he 
commented, “but he 
(referencing his fa- 
ther) just didn’t have 
the eye.” 

Now while I would 
have delightedly 
delved into that his- 
torical treasure trove 
of his father’s prints, 
I was thrilled that 
this person distin- 
guished and admired 
some aesthetic and 
qualitative differ- 
ences in his father’s 
work from mine. 

I experienced such 
joy that he genuinely 
liked what I had cap- 
tured. Therefore, 
even though it’s your 
work hanging in an 
exhibit with those 
countless hours of 
sweat equity in it, it 
is the connections 
that piece sparks in 
others, those cir- 
cuitous conversa- 
tions, that are the 
start of any pose 
meaning and signifi- 
cance for the viewer. 

Because my desire 


to share what I feel 
and see before click- 
ing that shutter is so 
strong, I will con- 
tinue the balancing 
act of getting those 
artful photography 
pieces out there. 

In the meantime 
while I ponder these 
things, please do 
come out to enjoy 
any current exhibits 
in your locale, 
whether hung in 
commercial estab- 
lishments or gal- 
leries, since we 
creatives always ap- 
preciate an audience 
and your comments 
on our work. And do 
give me acall if you’d 
like to ‘do lunch’ at 
the Ontario Legisla- 
tive Assembly’s In- 
Camera Dining 
Room with me and 
my piece, Crimson 
Glory, hanging there 
until Dec. 31, 2020. 

Or more immedi- 
ately there is always 
the South Paw Café 
in Georgetown with 
its licensed patio; 
therein hang two of 
my black and white 
Limited Edition Gi- 
clee prints, Old 
Apple Trees and Girl 
on Swing. 

It’s show 
folks! 


time, 


° 
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Dish out delectable treats with Baked Fruit and Nut Cookies! 


Baked Fruit and 
Nut Cookies are an 
easy to make 
cookie recipe that 
will be cherished 
by people of all 
ages. 

Cookies are a uni- 
versally-loved dish 
that come to the 
rescue for the sud- 
den hunger pangs 
and sweet cravings. 


These cookies are 
made by baking a 
dough made of 
icing sugar, un- 
salted butter, re- 
fined flour and 
then spreading a 
mix of breakfast 
sugar, cashew nuts, 
cherries and black 
currant with honey 
and glucose over it, 
then baking again. 


You can prepare a 
big batch of these 
delectable cookies 
and store it for 
later use as well! 


Ingredients: 


200 gm icing 
sugar 
- 300 gm refined 
flour 
- 300 gm unsalted 


cashews 
-50 gm black cur- 
rants 
50 gm _ heavy 
cream 
- 600 gm unsalted 
butter 
300 gm pow- 
dered sugar 
50 gm dried 
cherries 
- 50 gm glucose 
- 100 gm honey 


Instructions: 


To prepare these 
delectable cookies, 
in a dough knead- 
ing bowl mix icing 
sugar and refined 
flour with the help 
of a wooden spoon 
or ladle, to com- 
bine the _ ingredi- 
ents together. 

Now add in half 
of the melted but- 
ter (that is 300 
grams butter) and 
knead a_ dough. 
Add a little water if 
required. 

In a_ preheated 
oven bake the 
dough for 15 min- 
utes at 180 degrees. 
The dough should 
only be half baked 
at this point. 

While the dough 
bakes, take a bowl 
and add in it the re- 


maining butter, 
breakfast sugar, 
cashew, dried 
cherry, black cur- 
rants, glucose, 
heavy cream and 
honey. 

Using a spoon 


mix the ingredients 
very well to com- 
bine everything to- 
gether. 

Now, spread this 
mixture on the pre- 

ared baked dough 

ase and_ bake 
again for 10 min- 
utes at 220 de- 
grees. 

Once done, let the 
mix cool down and 
cut into desired 
shapes to obtain 
Baked Fruit and 
Nut Cookies. 


Whole Wheat Pizza brings delicious flavours for summer! 


Pizza is something 
which is loved by 
everyone all over the 
world and is avail- 
able in various deli- 
cious flavors. 

This Whole Wheat 
Pizza recipe can be 
prepared at the 
comfort of your 
home with basic in- 
gredients like whole 
wheat flour, basil, 
virgin olive oil, 
tomato puree, 
onion, mushrooms, 
tomatoes. 

It can be prepared 
on occasions like 
parties, potlucks, 
birthdays, anniver- 
saries or game 
nights. This Italian 
recipe is topped 
with various ingre- 
dients like chili 
flakes, olives, sun 
dried tomatoes and 
jalapenos. It's al- 
ways nice to have 
this pizza with an 
refreshing drink for 
a better taste. Serve 
this pizza recipe to 
your friends at the 
next get-together 
party and boast your 
culinary skills. 


Ingredients: 


- two cups whole 
wheat flour 

- two tablespoons, 
virgin olive oil 

- sugar as required 

- one cup of water 

- two white onions 

- one teaspoon, red 
chilli sauce 

- one cup of moz- 
zarella 

- one large tomato 

one-half cap- 

sicum (green pep- 
per) 

- one tablespoon of 
basil 

- salt as required 

- half tablespoon 
dry yeast 

- half cup tomato 
puree 

- two teaspoons of 
oregano 

- four cloves garlic 

- two tablespoons 
of pizza sauce 

- 100 gm mush- 
rooms 


Instructions: 


To prepare this 
amazingly delicious 
pizza that's healthy 
too, wash _ the 


tomato and cut thin 
round slices of it. 

Next, peel and 
slice the onion as 
well in a bowl. Then, 
wash and slice the 
mushrooms. Finally, 
peel the garlic cloves 
and finely chop 
them. 

Prepare the yeast 
mixture first. For 
the same, take a 
large bowl = mix 
warm water, dry 
yeast and sugar to- 
gether. 

Keep the bowl 
aside and let it stand 
for 10 minutes. After 
10 minutes, take a 
dough kneading 
plate and add whole 
wheat flour in it 
along with _ basil 
leaves, salt and olive 
oil to the same bowl. 

Mix well and then 
add the yeast mix- 
ture in it and knead 
it into a soft dough. 
Wrap this dough 
with a cling film and 
set aside. This will 
rise to double when 
you keep it aside. 

Now, take a non- 
stick pan, pour some 


olive oil on top of it 
and heat the vegeta- 
bles over medium 
flame for five-to- 
seven minutes. Add 
sliced onions in it 
and saute them until 
they turn translu- 
cent. 

Add tomato puree 
to this pan and mix 
properly. Once the 
oil starts leaving 
from the sides, add 
mushrooms, cap- 
sicum and tomatoes 
in it along with 
chopped garlic, red 
chilli sauce, salt, 
sugar and oregano 
to it and mix well. 

Preheat the oven 
at 250 degrees Cel- 
sius. After a minute 
or two, switch off 
the flame and trans- 
fer this mixture to a 
separate bowl and 
let it cool. 

Take a parchment 
pane and sprinkle a 
ittle whole wheat 
flour over it. Then, 
take the dough and 
roll it out according 
to your thickness 
preference using a 
rolling pin and pre- 


—o- 


pare the Pizza Base. 

Spread the pizza 
sauce over the base 
evenly and spread 
the sautéed vegeta- 
bles. Grate the moz- 
zarella cheese over it 
now. Put this base 
together with the 
parchment paper on 


a baking tray. 

Slide it into the 
preheated oven and 
bake it for 20-25 
minutes till the 


crust firms up. Your 
pizza is now ready. 
Drizzle some olive 
oil on top of it and 
serve hot. 


Indian ~_ 
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
at Wholesale Prices 
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NAVAL / ASHOK 905 - 897-1944 


dundasfruits@hotmail.com 
40 Dundas St. West, Mississauga, ON L5B 1H4 


